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The within is a discourse delivered by the 
writer in several of the Atlantic cities last 
season, while on an agency for the Cincinnati 
Lane Seminary. Those who heard it will ^ 
perceive that it is as it was delivered, with j 
a little enlargement on a few points which \ 
demand a more ample illustration. 

CiDcinnati, February, 1835. 
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PLEA FOU THE WEST 



Who bath heard such a thing? who bath seen such things? Shall 
the earth be made to bring forth in one day ? or shall a nation be born 
at once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her chil- 
dren. — Isaiah, Ixvi: 8. 



Ever since the era of modem missions, 
sceptical men have ridiculed the efforts of 
the church to evangelize the world, and 
predicted their failure. " What," say they, 
"do these Jews build? — if a fox do but 
go up upon the wall, it will fall. The 
world can never be converted to Chris- 
tianity by the power of man." And full 
well do we know it, and most deeply do 
we feel it, and in all our supplications for 
aid, most emphatically do we confess our 
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Utter impotency; and could no power 
but the power of man be enlisted, it 
would be indeed of all experiments the 
most ridiculous and hopeless. But be- 
cause man cannot convert the world to 
Christianity, cannot God do it? Has he 
not promised to do it, and selected his 
instruments, and commanded his people 
to be fellow workers with him? And 
hath he said, and shall he not do it? 

Instead of its being a work of difficulty 
and dilatory movement, when the time 
to favor Zion comes, it shall outrun all 
past analogies of moral causes, as if 
seed-time and harvest should meet on 
the same field, or a nation should in- 
stantly rush up from barbarism to civi- 
lization. 

But as all great eras of prosperity to 
the church have been aided by the civil 
condition of the world, and accomplished 
by the regular operation of moral causes, 
I consider the text as a prediction of the 
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rapid and universal extension of civil and 
religious liberty, introductory to the tri- 
umphs of universal Christianity. It is 
certain that the glorious things spoken of 
the church and of the world, as affected 
by her prosperity, cannot come to pass 
under the existing civil organization of 
the nations. Such a state of society as is 
predicted to pervade the earth, cannot 
exist under an arbitrary despotism, and 
the predominance of feudal institutions 
and usages. Of course, *it is predicted 
that revolutions and distress of nations 
will precede the introduction of the peace- 
ful reign of Jesus Christ on the earth. 
The mountains shall be cast down, and 
the valleys shall be exalted — ^and he shall 
'* overturn, and overturn, and overturn, till 
he whose right it is shall reign King of 
nations — King of saints." 

It was the opinion of Edwards, that the 
millenium would commence in America, 
When I first encountered this opinion, I 
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thought it chimerical ; but all providential 
developments since, and all the existing 
signs of the times, lend corroboration to 
it. But if it is by the march of revo- 
lution and civil liberty, that the way of 
the Lord is to be prepared, where shall 
the central energy be found, and from 
what nation shall the renovating power 
go forth? What nation is blessed with 
such experimental knowledge of free 
institutions, with such facilities and re- 
sources of communication, obstructed by 
so few obstacles, as our own? There 
is not a nation upon earth which, in 
fifty years, can by aU possible reforma- 
tion place itself in circumstances so fa- 
vorable as our own for the free unem- 
barrassed apphcation of physical effort 
and pecuniary and moral power to evan- 
gelize the world. 

But if this nation is, in the providence 
of God, destined to lead the way in the 
moral and political emancipation of the 
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world, it is time she understood her 
high calling, and were harnessed for the 
work. For mighty causes, like floods 
from distant mountains, are rushing with 
accumulating power, to their consumma- 
tion of good or evil, and soon our char- 
acter and destiny will be stereotyped 
forever. 

It is equally plain that the rehgious and 
political destiny of our nation is to be 
decided in the West There is the terri- 
tory, and there soon will be the population, 
the wealth, and the political power. The 
Atlantic commerce and manufactures 
may confer always some pecuhar advan- 
tage on the East. But the West is 
destined to be the great central power 
of the nation, and under heaven, must 
affect powerfully the cause of free insti- 
tutions and the tiberty of the world. 

The West is a young empire of mind, 
and power, and wealth, and free institu- 
tions, rushing up to a giant manhood. 
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with a rapidity and a power never before 
witnessed below the sun. And if she 
carries with her the elemente of her 
preservation, the experiment will be glo- 
rious — ^the joy of the nation — ^the joy of 
the whole earth, as she rises in the 
majesty of her intelligence and benevo- 
^ lence, and enterprise, for the emancipa- 
tion of the world. 

It is equally clear, that the conflict 

which is to decide the destiny of the 

West, vnH be a conflict of institutions for 

t the education of her sons, for purposes 

c of superstition, or evangelical Ught; of 

despotism, or liberty. 

I propose to consider in this discourse — 

I. What is required to secure the civil 
and religious prosperity of the West 

II. By whom it must be done. 
in. How it must be done. And 
IV. The motive to do it. 

1. The thing required for the civil 
and religious prosperity of the West, is 
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V 

universal education, and moral culture, 
by institutions commensurate to that result 
—the all-pervading influence of schools, 
and colleges, and seminaries, and pas* 
tors, and churches. When the West is 
well supplied in this respect, though there 
may h^e great relative defects, there will 
be, as we believe, the stamina and the 
vitality of a perpetual civil and religious 
prosperity. 

2. By whom shall the work of rearing 
the literary and rehgious institutions of 
the West be done? 

Not by the West alone. 

The West is able to do this great work 
for herself, — -and would do it, provided the 
exigencies of her condition allowed to her 
the requisite time. The subject of educa- 
tion is no where more appreciated; and 
no people in the same time ever per^ 
formed so great a work as has already 
been performed in the West Such an 

2 



• ^ 






14 DR. BEGCHER>8 

extent of forest never fell before the arm 
of man in forty years, and gave place, as 
foy enchantment, to such an empire of 
* cities, and towns, and villages, and agri- 
culture, and merchandise, and manufac- 
tures, and roads, and rapid navigation, 
and schools, and colleges, and libraries, 
and literary enterprise, with such a num- 
ber of pastors and churches, and such a 
relative amount of religious influence, as 
has been produced by the spontaneous 
efibrt of the reUgious denominations of 
the West. The later peopled states of 
New England did by no means come as 
rapidly to the same state of relative intel- 
lectual and moral culture as many por- 
tions of the West have already arrived 
at, in the short period of forty, thirty, 
and even twenty years. 

But this work of self-supply is not 
completed, and by no human possibility 
could have been completed by the West, 
in her past condition. 
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No people ever did, in the first genera- 
tion, fell the forest, and construct the 
roads, and rear the dwellings and public 
edifices, and provide the competent supply 
of schools and Uterary institutions. New 
England did not. Her colleges were en- 
dowed extensively by foreign munificence, t 
and her churches of the first generation 
were supplied chiefly from tke motl^er 
country; — and yet the colonists of New 
England were few in number, compact 
in territory, homogeneous in origin, lan- 
guage, manners, and doctrines; and were 
coerced to unity by common perils and 
necessities ; and could be acted upon by 
immediate legislation; and could wait 
also for their institi^ons to grow with 
their growth and strengthen with their 
strength. But the population of the 
great West is not so, but is assembled 
fi'om all the states of the Union, and Scorn 
all the nations of Europe, and is rushing 
in like the waters of the flood, demanding 
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for its moral preservation the immediate 
and universal action of those institutions 
which discipline the mind, and arm the 
conscience and the heart. And so vari- 
ous are the opinions and habits, and so 
recent and imperfect is the acquaintance, 
and so sparse are the settlements of the 
West, that no homogeneous public senti- 
ment can be formed to legislate immedi- 
ately into being the requisite institutions. 
And yet they are all needed immediately, 
in their utmost perfection and power. A 
nation is being "bom in a day," and all 
the nurture of schools and literary insti- 
tutions is needed, constantly and univer- 
sally, to rear it up to a glorious and un- 
perverted manhood. . 

It is no implication of the West, that in 
a single generation, she has not completed 
this work. In the circumstances of her 
condition she could not do it; and had it 
been done, we should believe that a mira- 
culous, and not a human power had done it 
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Who, then, shall co-operate with our 
brethren of the West, for the consum* 
mation of this work, so auspiciously 
begun? Shall the South be invoked? 
The South have difficulties of their own 
to encounter, and cannot do it; and the 
middle states have too much of the same 
work yet to do, to volunteer their aid 
abroad. 

Whence, then, shall the aid come, but 
from those portions of the Union where 
. the work of rearing these institutions has , 
been most nearly accompUshed, and their 
blessings most eminently enjoyed? And 
by whom, but by those who in their in- 
fancy were aided ; and who, having freely 
received, are now caDed upon freely to 
give, and who, by a hard soil and habits 
of industry and economy, and by experi- 
ence are qualified to endure hardness as 
good soldiers and pioneers in this great 
work? And be assured that those who 
go to the West with unostentatious benev- 

2» 
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olence, to identify themselves with the 
people and interests of that vast com- 
munity, will be adopted with a warm 
heart and an unwavering right hand of 
fellowship. 

But how shall this aid be extended 
to our brethren of the West in the manner 
most acceptable and efficacious? 

Not by prayers, and supplications only, 
nor by charities alone, nor by colonial 
emigrations ; for these, though they might 
cultivate their own garden, would for * 
obvious reasons be fenced in, and exert 
but a feeble general influence beyond 
their own inclosures. Those who go 
out to do good at the West, should go 
out to mingle with the people of the 
West, and be absorbed in their multitude, 
as rain drops fall on the bosom of the 
ocean and mingle with that world of 
waters.* 

'■ ' « .1 I -I I I . »« III 1^ M. ,1 ,, 

* I am happy, since my return, to find myself so 
ably sustained in this opinion by my friend Judge 



PLEA FOR THE WEST. 19 

Nor is it by tracts, or Bibles, or itine- 
rating missions, that the requisite intellec- 
tual and moral power can be applied. 
There must be permanent powerful lite- 
rary and moral institutions, which^ like 
the great orbs of attraction and light, 
shall send forth at once their power and 

Hall, late of Illinois, whose long* residence at the 
West, and extensive opportanities fof observation, 
entitle his opinions on this subject to g^reat respect* 
In the Illinois Monthly of 1831, speaking of emigra- 
tion, he says : — 

**We have heard lately of several colonies which 
have been formed in the eastern states, for the purpose 
of emigrating to Illinois; and we always hear such 
information with regret. Not that we have any 
objection to emigration in itself; on the contrary, 
few have done more than we, to encourage and pro- 
mote it. We ardently long to see the fertile plain* 
of Illinois covered with an industrious, an enterpri- 
sing, and an intelligent population ; we shall always 
be among the first to welcome the farmer, the me- 
chanic, the school teacher — ^the working man^ in short, 
of any trade, ^jystery, or profession — and we care not 
from what point of the compass he may come; but 
wish to see them come to Illinois, with a manly con- 
fidence in us, and with the feelings, not of New 
Englanders, or Pennsylvanians, but of Americans." 
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their illumination, and without them all 
else will be inconstant and ephemeral.* 

* In confirmation of these views, it gives me plea- 
sure to refer again to Judge Hall, in his warm hearted 
eulogy on the friends of the Redeemer in an eastern 
state, for their henevolent enterprise and munificence 
in aiding in the establishment of female schools and 
Sabbath schools in the state of Illinois. It is con-^ 
tained in a letter to the editor of the Sabbath School 
Treasury of 1931. 

"I am happy to say to you, that the persons who 
have been induced by your representations to remove 
to Illinois, are generally well pleased, and are doing 
well. The best schools that we have now in Illinois, 
are those established by the young ladies who came 
out for that purpose. The school at Edwardsville, 
conducted by two young ladies, is very popular, and 
deservedly so. The Vandalia school commenced with 
five scholars, a month ago, and has now thirty-two^ 
which for a female school, in this quarter, is quite 

encouraging. Mies L is doing very well, and is 

said to be very useful at Carrolton. Miss S has 

gone to Hillsborough, to keep an infant school. There 
will be several other female schools established shortly. 

" We owe a debt of gratitude to the friends of the 
Redeemer in Massachusetts, for their great liberality 
in providing us with Sabbath school books, which we 
shall not for many years be able to repay. The day 
will assuredly come, however, when the doinj;s of the 
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Let it not, however, for a moment be sup- 
posed, that the schools of the West are 

present generation of Christians will be looked back 
to with feelings of admiration and gratitude, and when 
niinois will remember Massachusetts as a benefactor. 
•*He is ever merciful and lendeth," is the language 
used in Scripture to describe a good man ; and surely 
if the lending, or giving, our money or goods to an- 
other is praiseworthy, it is still more so to bestow 
intellectual riches, and the means of Christian instruc- ^ 
lion. For my part, I feel grateful, and am glad to 
have the opportunity of saying i^o to you. 

" Multitudes have assented to the proposition, that * 
Sabbath schools are among the most efficient means 
of grace; and other multitudes recognize in them 
valuable instruments for the dissemination of know- 
ledge and morality — but toe are totally destitute of 
the /acilities for settings such persons in motion. We 
needy especially , teachers and books. The latter I 
consider as most imperiously and immediately requi- 
site, bec&use the former may, in some places, be suf^ 
plied, while for the books we must at all events be 
indebted to you, or to other of the iriends of humanity* 
* * * We are also greatly in want of teachers, and 
give to this part of your plan our cordial approbation. 
Pious persons coming out with this intention, and hav- 
ing callings to support them, need be under no fear> 
if frugal and industnous, of doing well." 
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to be sustained by the emigration of an 
army of instructors from the East. For 
though for the present necessity, the aid. 
of qualified instructors is not to be re- 
pelled, but invited; yet for any permar 
nent reliance, it is but a drop of the* 
bucket to the ocean. 

Nothing is more certain, than that the v 
great body of the teachers of the WesI 
must be educated at the West. It is by 
her own sons chiefly, that the great work 
is to be consummated which her civil 
and literary and rehgious prosperity de- 
mands. 

But how shall .the requisite supply of 
teachers, for the sons and daughters of 
the West be raised up? It can be ac- 
complished by the instrumentality of a 
learned and pious ministry, educated at 
the West. 

Experience has evinced, that schools 
and pdputar education, in fheir best 
estate, go not iar beyond the suburbs 



PLEA FOR THE WEST. 23 

cf the city of God. All attempts to legis- 
late prosperous colleges and schools into 
being without the intervening influence 
of religious education and moral prin- 
ciple, and habits of intellectual culture 
which spring up in alliance with evan- 
gelical institutions, have failed. Schools 
wane, invariably, in those towns where 
the evangelical ministry is neglected, and 
the Sabbath is pro&ned, and the tavern 
supplants the worship of God. Thrift 
and knowledge in such places go out, 
while vice and irreligion come in. 

But the ministry is a central luminary 
in each sphere, and soon sends out 
sdiools and seminaries as its satellites 
foy the hands of sons and daughters of 
its own training. A land supplied with 
able and faithful ministers, will of course 
be filled vnth schools, academies, libra- 
ries, colleges, and All the apparatus for 
the perpetuity of republican instituticms. 
It always has been so — ^it always will be. 
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But the ministry for the West must 
be educated at the West The demands 
on the East, for herself and for pagan 
lands, forbid the East ever to supply our 
wants. Nor is it necessary. For the 
Spirit of God is with the churches of 
the West, and pious and talented young 
men are there in great numbers will* 
ing, desiring, impatient to consecrate 
themselves to the glorious work. If 
we possessed the accommodations and 
the funds, we might easily send out a 
hundred ministers a year — a thousand 
ministers in ten years — around each of 
whom schools would arise, and instruc-^ 
tors multiply, and churches spring up, 
and revivals extend, and all the ele- 
ments of civil and religious prosperity 
abound. 

But we have said that the ministry 
^r the West mus^ be a learned and 
talented ministry. 

No opinion is more false and fatal 
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than that mediocrity of talent and learn- 
ing will suffice for the West. That if a 
minister is a good sort of a man, but 
somehow does not seem to be popular, 
and find employment, he had better go to 
the West. No; let him stay at home; 
and if among the urgent demands for 
ministerial labor here, he cannot find 
employment, let him conclude that he has 
mistaken his profession. 

But let him not go to the West. The 
men who, somehow^ do not succeed at 
the East, are the very men who will 
succeed still less at the West. If there 
be in the new settlements at the We^t 
a lack of schools and educated mind, 
there is no lack of shrewd and vigorous 
mind; and if they are not deep read 
in Latin and Greek, they are well read 
in men and things. On their vast rivers, 
they go every where, and see every body, 
and know every thing, and judge with 

the tact of perspicacious common sense. 

3 
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They are disciplined to resolution and 
mental vigor by toils, and perils, and 
enterprises; and often they are called 
to attend as umpires to the earnest dis- 
cussions of their most able and eloquent 
men, which cannot fail to throw prosing 
dulbiess in the ministry to a hopeless 
distance. No where, if a minister is 
deficient, will he be more sure to be 
^^ weighed in the balance and found want- 
ing." On the contrary, there is not a 
place on earth where piety, and talent, 
and learning, and argument, and popular 
eloquence are more highly appreciated, 
or rewarded with a more fi'ank and en- 
thusiastic admiration. There are chords 
in the heart of the West which vibrate to 
the touch of genius, and to the power of 
argumentative eloquence, with a sensi- 
bility and enthusiasm no where sur- 
passed."^ A hundred ministers of culti- 

* The following is an extract from a letter which the 
author wrote to a friend of Professor Stowe, more than 
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vated mind and popular eloquence might 
find settlement in an hundred places, and 

a year before this sermon was prepared, which shows 
his views at that time : 

All your reasoning in favor of Professor Stowe's 
better adaptation for New England than for the West 
is founded in a great and injurious mistake concerning 
the character and condition of the West. It is a 
mistake, that the talents and acquirements of Mr. S. 
would not be as highly and as justly appreciated here 
as in New England. A full proportion of the minds 
that are filling up the new states of the West, are 
of the first order of intellectual vigor, and often of 
taste and learning, and intellectual action; and a 
large portion of the people who are not educated are 
persons of shrewd mind, and quick discernment to 
perceive the empty pretensions of men to learning 
and talents, and will respond respectfully, yea, gladly, 
to the touch of real talent.' But Ohio is not a frontier 
state, or Cincinnati a new settlement, or the work 
demanded here that of a pioneer. On the contrary, 
Cincinnati is as really a literary emporium as Boston, 
and is rapidly rising to an honorable competition. In- 
deed, at the present time, I firmly believe that there is, 
according to the number of her inhabitants, as inuch 
intellectual and literary activity here as in Boston, 
constituting an atmosphere which he would breathe 
with great pleasure, and in which his literary attain- 
ments would not pass undiscovered or unappreciated. 
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without the aid of missions, and only to 
increase the demand for a hmidred more. 
Most miquestionably the West de- 
mands the instrumentality of the first 
order of minds in the ministry, and 
thoroughly fiimished minds, to command 
attention, enhghten the understanding, 
form the conscience, and gain the heart, 
and bring into religious organization and 
order the uncommitted mind and families 
of that great world; and many a man 
who might guide respectably a well or- 
ganized congregation here of homoge- 
neous character, and moving onward un- 
der the impetus of long continued habits, 
might fail utterly to call around him the 

population of a new country. 

Of course, the institutions which are to 

lead in this great work of rearing the 

fiiture ministry of the West should be 

second to none in their endowments and 

adaptation to this end. For it is such a 

work in magnitude as human instrument- 
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ality was never before concentrated upon. 
All other nations have gone up slowly 
fix>m sekni-barb^iism to a civilized man- 
hood, while our nation was commenced 
with the best materials of the nation at 
that time the most fe^vored nation in the "^ 
world, and yet was delayed in its growth, 
through two centuries, by poUcy, and 
power, and war, and taxation, and want 
of capital. It is less than My years since 
our resources have begun to be developed 
in great power, and we have entered upon 
the career of internal improveipent and 
national greatness ; and at the East, until 
recently, these movements were slow, as 
capital gradually increased, and agricul- 
ture, and commerce, and art, led the way. -^ 
But the West is fiUing up as by ocean 
waves ; and such is her prospective great- 
ness, that the capital of the East and of 
Europe hold competition for her accept- 
ance and use, so that in a day, she is 
rising up to the high eminence that all 

3* 
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Other nations have approached progres- 
sively through the revolution of centuries. 

But what mil become of thd West, 
if her prosperity rushes up to such a 
majesty of power, while those great insti- 
tutions linger which are necessary to 
form the mind, and the conscience, and 
the heart of that vast world. It must not 
be permitted. And yet what is done must 
be done quickly; for population will not 
wait, and commerce will not cast anchor, 
and manufactures will not shut ojOT the 
steam, nor shut down the gate, and agri- 
culture, pushed by millions of freemen on 
their fertile soil, will not withhold her cor- 
rupting abundance. 

We must educate! We must educate f ^ 
or we must perish by our own prosperity. 
If we do not, short from the cradle to the 
grave will be our race. If in our haste to 
be rich and mighty, we outrun our lite- 
rary and rehgious institutions, they will 
never overtake us ; or only come up after 
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the battle of liberty is fought and lost, as 
spoils to grace the victory, and as resour- 
ces of inexorable despotism for the per- 
petuity of our bondage. And let no man 
at the East quiet himself, and dream of 
liberty, whatever may become of the 
West Our alliance of blood, and politi- 
cal institutions, and common interests, is 
such, that we cannot* stand aloof in the 
hour of her calamity, should it ever 
come. Her destiny is our destiny; and 
the day that her gallant ship goes down, 
our little boat sinks in the vortex! 

It was to meet these exigencies of our 
common country in the West, that the 
Lane Seminary was called into being by 
the munificence of the sons of the West; 
first by a donation fi^om the two gentle- 
men whose name it bears, followed by 
the gift of sixty acres of land, on which 
the institution is located, by Mr. Elnathan 
Kemper, and the sale of fifty more at 
a reduced price and long credit by the 
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same bene&ctor; to which have been 
added fifteen thousand dollars by the 
citizens of Cincinnati and the West, for 
the construction of two college buildings 
and two professors' houses. To this has 
been added by our friends on this side of 
the mountains, twenty thousand dollars 
fi*om one individual, for the endowment 
of the professorship of Theology ; and by 
others, thirty thousand, for the endow- 
ment of the two professorships of Bibli- 
cal Literature and Ecclesiastical History^ 
What we now need is a chapel for the 
accommodation of students and a fast 
increasing community with a place of 
worship ; the endowment of a Professor- 
ship of Sacred Rhetoric, and a Ubrary. 
For the first we have dared to rely on 
our fiiends in Boston and its vicinity. 
The library we hope to receive fi*om 
our fi'iends in New York; and for the 
Professorship of Sacred Rhetoric we 
look up, hoping and believing that God 
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will put it into the heart of one or more 
individuals to endow it 

The motives which call on us to co- 

» 

operate immediately in this glorious work 
of consummating the institutions of the 
West, essential to the perpetuity of her 
greatness and glory, are neither few, nor 
feeble, nor obscure. 

The territory is 8,000 miles in circum- 
ference, extending from the Alleghany to 
the Rocky mountains, and from the Gulf 
of Mexico to the Lakes of the North; 
and it is the largest territory, and most 
beneficent in climate, and soil, and mine- 
ral wealth, and commercial facilities, ever 
prepared for the habitation of man, and 
qualified to sustain in prosperity and hap- 
piness the densest population on the globe. 
By 24,000 miles of steam navigation, and 
canals and rail roads, a market is brought 
near to every man, and the whole is 
brought into near neighborhood. 

When I first entered the West, its 
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vastness overpowered me with the im- 
pression of its micontrollable greatae^, 
in which all human effort must be lost 
But when I perceived the active inter- 
course between the great cities, like the 
rapid circulation of a giant's blood; and 
heard merchants speak of just stepping 
up to Pittsburgh — only 600 miles — and 
back in a few days ; and others just from 
New Orleans, or St Louis, or the Far 
West; and others going thither; and 
when I heard my ministerial brethren 
negotiating exchanges in the near neigh- 
borhood — only 100 miles up or down the 
river — and going and returning on Satur- 
day and Monday, and without trespassing 
on the Sabbath; — ^then did I perceive 
how God, who seeth the end from the 
beginning, had prepared the West to be 
mighty, and still wieldable, that the moral 
energy of his word and spirit might take 
it up as a very Uttle thing. 
This vast territory h occupied now by 
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ten states and will soon be by twelve. 
Forty years since it contained only about 
1 50,000 souls ; while now it contains little 
shor( of 5,000,000. At the close of this 
century, if no calamity intervenes, it will 
contain, probably, 100,000,000 — a day 
which some of our children may live to 
see ; and when fully peopled, may accom-* 
modate 300,000,000. It is half as large ^ 
as all Europe, four times as large as 
the Atlantic states, and twenty times as 
large as New Eltigland. Was there ever 
such a spectacle — such a field in which -* 
to plant the seeds of an inunortal harvest! 
— *so vast a ship, so richly laden with the 
world's treasures and riches, whose helm 
is offered to the guiding influence of 
early forming institutions! 

The certainty of success calls us %9! 
immediate effort If we knew not what 
to do, if all was effort and expense in 
untried experiments, there might be some 
pretext for the paralysis of amazement 
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and inaction. But we know what to 
do: the means are obvious, and wdi 
tried, and certain. The sun and the 
rain of heaven are not more sure to 
call forth a bounteous vegetation, than 
Bibles, and Sabbaths, and schools, and 
seminaries, are to difiiise intellectual hght 
and warmth for the bounteous fruits of 
righteousness and peace. The com and 
the acorn of the East are not more 
sure to vegetate at the West than the 
institutions which have blessed the East 
are A) bless the West. 

But these ajl-pervading orbs of illumi- 
nation and centres of attraction must be 
estabUshed. Such is the gravitating ten- 
dency of society, that no spontaneous 
effort at arms-length will hold it up. It 
istby the constai^t energy and strong 
attraction of powerful institutions only 
that the needed intellectual and moral 
power can be applied; and the present 
is the age of founding them. If this 
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work be done, and well done, our country 
is safe, and the world's hope is secure. 
The governm^it of force will cease, and 
that of intelligence and virtue will take 
its place; and nation after nation, cheered 
by our example, will follow in our foot- 
steps, till the whole earth is free. There"^ 
is no danger that our agriculture and 
arts will not prospers the danger is, that 
our intelligence and virtue will falter and 
fall back into a dark minded, vicious 
populace— a poor, uneducated, reckless 
mass of infuriated animalism, to rush 
on resistless as the tornado, or to bum 
as if set on fire of helL 

Until Europe, by universal education, 
is delivered from such masses of feudal 
ignorance and servitude, she sits upon a 
volcano, and despotism and revolution < 
will arbitrate her destiny. 

Consider, too, how quickly and how 
cheaply the guarantee of a perpetual 
and boundless prosperity can be secured. 

4 



/ / 



1 



38 DB. BEECHER'S 

The West needs but a momentary aid, 
when almost as soon as received, should 
it be needed, she will repay and quad- 
ruple both principal and interest Lend 
a hand to get up her institutions, to givB 
ubiquity to her schools and sabbaths and 
sanctuaries, while her forests are falling 
and her ocean floods of population roll- 
ing in, and afterwards we will not come 
here to ask for aid ; for there is a wealth 
and chivalrous munificence there^ which, 
when it has first performed the necessary 
work of self-preservation, will pour with 
you a noble tide of rival benevolence into 
that river which is "to make glad the 
city of our God." 

All, at the West, is on a great scale, 
and the minds and the views of the 
people correspond with these relative pro- 
portions. Already, where churches are 
formed, they give more liberally than 
churches of the same relative condition 
at the East; and I have no doubt the 
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time is at the door, when the abundance 
of her means and enterprise will take the 
lead in those glorious enterprises which 
are to emancipate the world. 

It is not parsimony which renders mo* 
mentary aid necessary to the West: it is 
want of time and of assimilation for the 
consciousness and wielding of her pow- 
ers. And how cheaply can the aid be 
rendered for rearing immediately the first 
generation of her institutions; cheaper 
than we could rear the barracks to ac- 
commodate an army for the defence of 
our liberty, for a single campaign ; cheap- , 
er than the taxations of crime and its ^:^^^ 
punishment during the same period, in 
the absence of literary and evangelical 
influence. 

Consider, also, that the mighty resour- 
ces of the West are worse than useless, v 
without the supervening influence of the 
government of God. 

To balance the temptation of such 
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unnvaled abundance, the capacity of the 
* West for seif-destruction, without reli- 
gious and moral culture, will be as terrific 
as her capacity for self-preservation, with 
it, will be glorious. But all the moral 
energies of the government of God over 
men, are indissolubly associated with 
"(he ministry of reconciliation," The 
Sabbath, and the preaching of the gospel, 
are Heaven's consecrated instrumentaUty 
for the efficacious administration of the 
government of mind in a luq)py social 
state. By these only does the Sun of 
Righteousness arise with healing in his 
*> besuns; and ignorance, and vice, and 
superstition encamp around evangeUcal 
institutions, to rush in whenever their 
light and power is extinct. 

The great experiment is now making, 

i and from its extent and rapid filling up is 

making in the West, whether the perpe-* 

tuity of our republican institutions can 

be reconciled with universal suflSrage. 
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Without the education of the head and « 
heart of the nation, they cannot be ; and 
the question to be decided is, can the 
nation, or the vast balance power of it 
be so imbued with intelligence and vir* 
tue, as to bring out, in laws and their 
administration, a perpetual self-preserv- 
ing energy? We know that the work is 
a Tast one, and of great difficulty; and 
yet we believe it can be done. 

We know that we have reached an 
appalling crisis; that the work is vast and 
difficult, and is accumulating upon us 
beyond our sense of danger and delibe- 
rate efforts to meet it. It is a work that 
no legislation alone can reach, and no- 
thing but an undivided^ earnest, decided 
public sentiment can achieve; and that, 
too, not by anniversary resolutions and 
fourth of July orations, but by well sys- 
tematized voluntary associations; coun^ . 
ing the worth of our institutions, the 
perils that surround them, and the means 
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and the cost of their preservatkm, and 
making up our minds to meet the exi- 
gency. 

I am aware that our ablest patriots are 
iooking out on Uie deep, vexed with 
storms, with great forebodings and fail* 
ings of heart for fear of the things that 
are coming upon us; and I perceive a 
spirit of impatience rising, and distrust 
in respect to the perpetuity of our repub- 
lic; and I am sure that these fears are 
well founded, and am glad that they 
exist. It is the star of hope in our 
dark horizon. Fear is what we need, 
as the ship needs wind on a rocking 
sea, afier a storm, to prevent foundering. 
But when our fear and. our efforts shall 
correspond with our danger, the danger 
is past. For it is not the impossibility 
of self-preservation which threatens us; 
nor is it the unwillingness of the nation 
to pay the price of the preservation, as 
dhe has paid the price of the purchase 
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of our liberties. It is inattention aiid 
inconsideration, protracted till the crisis ^ 
IS past, and the things which belong to 
our peace are hid from our eyes. And 
blessed be God, that the tokens of a 
national waking up, the harbinger of 
God's mercy, are multiplying upon us! 

There is at the West an enthusiastic 
feeling on the subject of education; and 
nodiing has so inspired us with hope as 
to witness the susceptibleness of the East 
on the same subject, and the national 
fraternal benevolence with which you are 
ready to put forth a helping hand. We 
have been sad, but now we are joy&L 
We see, we feel that East and West, 
and North and South are waking up 
upon the subject : a redeeming spirit is ^ 
rising which will save the nation. We 
did not, in the darkest hour, believe 
that Grod had brought our fathers to this 
goodly land to lay the foundation of 
religious liberty, and wrought such won- 
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ders in their preservation, and raised 
their descendants to such heights of ciyil 
and religious prosperity, only to reverse 
the analogy of his providence, and aban- 
don his work; and though now there 
be clouds, and the sea roaring, and men^s 
hearts failing, we believe there is light 
behind the cloud, and that the imminence 
of our danger is intended, under the 
guidance of Heaven, to call forth and 
apply a holy fraternal fellowship between 
the East and West, which shall secure 
our preservation, and make the prosper- 
ity of our nation durable as time, and 
as abundant as the waves of the sea. 

I would add, as a motive to immedi- 
ate action, that if we do &.il in our 
great experiment of self-government, our 
destruction will be as signal as the 
birthright abandoned, the mercies abused, 
and the provocation offered to beneficent 
" Heaven. The descent of desolation will 
correspond with the past elevation. No 



PLEA FOR THE WEST. \A5 

punishmrats of Heaven are so severe 
as those for mercies mfoused; and no 
instrumentality employed in their inflic- 
tion is so dreadful as the wrath of man. 
No spasms are like the spasms of expi« 
ring liberty, and no wailings such as 
her convulsions extort. It took Rome 
three hundred years to die; and onxr 
death, if we perish, will be as much 
more terrific as our intelligence and 
firee institutions have given to us more 
bone, and sinew, and vitality. May God 
hide me from the day when the dying 
agonies of my country shall begin! O, 
thou beloved land! bound together by 
the ties of Inrotherhood and common 
interest, and perils, Uve forever — one and 
undivided! 

But whatever we do, it must be done 
quickly; for there is a tide in human 
things which waite not, — ^moments on 
which the destiny of a nation balances, 
M^n the light dust may turn the right 
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way or the wrong. And such is the 
condition of our nation now. Mighty 
influences are bearing on us in high 
conflict, for good or for evil, — ^for an 
immortality of wo, or blessedness; and 
a slight efibrt now may secure what 
ages of repentance cannot recoYer when 
lost, and soon the moment of our prac- 
tical preservation may have passed away. 
We must educate the whole nation while 
we may. All — all who would vote must 
be enUghtened, and reached by the»re- 
straming and preserving energies of Hea- 
ven. The lanes and alleys — ^the high- 
ways and hedges — ^the abodes of filth 
and sordid poverty must be entered, 
and the young immortals sought out, 
and brought up to the light of intel- 
lectual and moral daylight This can 
be done. God, if we are prompt and 
willing, will give us the time. But if, 
in this our day, we neglect the things 
that belong to our peace, we shall find 
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DO place for repentance, though we seek « * ^ ^ i 
it carefully and with tears. 

But the vast amount of uneducated 
population in our land already calls upon 
us loudly to set about the work of rear- 
ing every where the institutions requisite 
for universal education. 

According to the most accurate esti- 
mation which can be obtained, there are 
in the United States about a million 
and a half of children without the 
means of education, and about an equal 
number of adults, either foreigners or 
native Americans, that are uneducated. 
These large masses of unenUghtened 
mind lie in almost every portion of 
this nation, and frightfol statistics have 
been officially given by legislative in- 
vestigation in several of our states. In 
one of the smaller eastern states there 
are thirty thousand adults that cannot 
read or write. In one of the largest 
there are four hundred thousand adults 
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and children who hare had no instroc- 
tion, and no means prorided. In one 
of the western states, two-thirds of all 
the children in the state are destitute of 
any provision for education. These are 
the states who have taken the lead in 
making legislative investigations. Equally 
appalling developments await many of the 
other states so soon as they have public 
^irit enough to take the same method 
for information. Every where, and in 
all ages, such masses of ignorance are 
the material of all others most danger- 
ous to liberty; for, as a general fiict, 
uneducated mind is educated vice. 
But the safety of our republic depends 
upon the inteUigence, and moral princi- 
ple, and patriotism, and property of the 
nation. These, whatever topical inflam- 
mation may break out and push on to 
desperate measures, will by a common 
instinct of self-preservation recoil when 
the precipice appears, and will unite in 
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measures of common safety. But if in 
this moment of recoil there be a popu- 
lace behind, — a million* of voters with- 
out intelligence, or conscience, or patriot- 
ism, or property, and driven on by dema- 
gogues to forbid recoil and push us over, 
in a moment all may be lost. Half a 
million of unprincipled, reckless voters, 
in the hands of demagogues, may, in 
our balanced elections, overrule all the 
property, and wisdom, and moral prin- 
ciple of the nation. 

This danger from uneducated mind 
is augmenting daily by the rapid influx 
of foreign emigrants, unacquainted with 
our institutions, unaccustomed to self-gov- 
ernment, inaccessible to education, and 
easily accessible to prepossession, and 
inveterate creduhty, and intrigue, and 
easily embodied and wielded by sinister 
design. In the beginning this eruption 
of revolutionary Europe was not antici- 
pated, and we opened our doors wide 
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to the influx and naturalization of for* 
eigners. But it is becoming a terrific 
inundation; it has increased upon our 
native population from five to thirty- 
seven per cent, and i3 every year ad- 
vancing. It seeks, of course, to settle 
down upon the unoccupied territory of 
the West, and may at no distant day 
equal, and even outnumber the native 
population. What is to be done to ed- * 
ucate the millions which in twenty years 
Europe will pour out upon us? 

But what if this emigration, self-moved 
and slow in the beginning, is now roll- 
ing its broad tide at the bidding of the 
powers of EJurope hostile to free institu* 
tions, and associated in holy alliance to 
arrest and put them down? Is this a 
vain fear? Are not the continental 
powers alarmed at the march of liberal 
opinions, and associated to put them 
down? and are they not, with the sick- 
ness of hope deferred, waiting for our 
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down&U? It is the light of our repub^ 
lican prosperity, gleaming in upon their 
dark prison house, which is inspiring 
hope, and converting chains into arms. 
It is the power of miiid, roused by our 
example from the sleep of ages and 
.the apathy of despair, which is send- 
ing earthquake under the foundations of 
their thrones ; and they have no hope of 
ivest and primeval darkness, but by the 
extinction of our hght. By fleets and 
armies they cannot do it But do they, 
therefore, sleep on their heaving earth 
and tottering thrones? Has Mettemich 
yet to form an acqaintaqce with history? 
Does he dream that there is but one 
way to overturn repubhcs, and that by 
the sword? Has he yet to learn how 
Philip, by dividing her councils, con* 
quered Greece? and how, by intestine 
divisions, Rome fell? 

If the potentates of Europe have no 
d^ign upon our liberties, what means 
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the paying of the passage and empty- 
ing out upon our shores such floods of 
pauper emigrants — ^the contents of the 
poor house and the sweepings of the 
streets? — ^muhiplying tumults and vio- 
lence, filling our prisons, and crowding 
our poor houses, and quadrupUng our. 
taxation, and sending annually accumu- 
latmg thousands to the polls to lay their 
inexperienced hand upon the helm of 
our power? Does Mettemich imagine 
that there is no party spirit in our land, 
whose feverish urgency would facilitate 
their naturalization and hasten them to 
the ballot box? — and no demagogues, 
who for a little brief authority, how- 
ever gained, would sell their country 
to an everlasting bondage? A foreign' 
influence acting efficaciously on the coun- 
cils of a republic, has always been re- 
garded and always proved itself to be 
among the most fatal to liberty. But 
in no form can it assume such power 
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as in the form of a consolidated mass of 
alien votes, to balance in contested elec- 
tions the suffrage of the nation; render- 
ing foreigners the most favored and most 
comted people, and giving an easy pre- 
dominance to foreign influence m our 
national councils. That wily politician 
does not sleep over our prosperity, or 
despair of our overthrow. But he ex- 
ults full of hope that we sleep while 
he is sowing with broad cast among us 
the elemente of future strife, and pre- 
paring our ruin by the only means by 
which republics have ever fallen. 

It is the testimony of American trav- 
elers, that the territorial, civil and eccle- 
siastical statistics of our country, and the 
action and bearing of political causes 
upon our institutions, axe more familiar 
at Rome and Vienna, than with us : and 
that tracts and maps are in circulation, 
explanatory of the capacious West, and 
pointing out the most fertile soUs and 
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mort £ivoi<ed locaiioii^, and inviting to 
. eBi^ration. These means of a stimu* 
^ted expatriation are corroborated by 
die copious and rapidly increasing cor- 
re£q;>ondenee of tiiose who have already 
arrived, and the increasing facilities <^ 
transportation. 

But iS^ upon examination^ it should 
ej^ear that three-fourths of the foreign 
^nigrants whose accumulating tide is 
rolling in upon us^ are, through the me- 
dium of their religion and priesthood, 
as entirely accessible to the control of 
the potentates of Europe as if they 
were an army of soldiers, enlisted and 
officered, and spreading over the land; 
then, indeed, should we have just occa- 
sion to apprehend danger to our liber- 
ties. It would foe the union of church 
and state in the midst of us. The 
drarch and the state both in Europe, 
and the pliant colonial church here. Her 
priesthood educated under the despotic 
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governments of Catholic Europe, and 
dependent for their office, support said 
honors upon a foreign temporal prince, 
on whose sanction to their laws and 
doings they are as dependent as the 
colonies were upon George the Third,* 
aiKl this prince, too, elected by Aus- 
trian influence and sustained by Aus- 
trian bayonets, and of course subservi- 
^it to Austrian policy rf a priesthood not 

m, I II 111 I !■ . I » ■ III I I I I |i ■ I ■ I I . I II 

* In the account of the last convocation or council 
of the Catholic church in the United States, sent 
to Europe, they say : "It was not thought proper 
to publish its acts until they had been approved at 

_ * 

Rome, whither they had been sent. — Quarterly Ren- 
ter, vol. 3, p. 96. 

f Lest the charge should seem gratuitous, of the. 
pope being the creature of Austria, it may be well 
to subjoin the language of an intelligent American 
who was in Rome during the deliberations of the 
conclave respecting the election of the present pontiff. 
He says : 

^*It was interesting to hear the speculations of 
the Italians on the probability of this or that car- 
dinal's election. Couriers were daily arriving from 
the various despotic powers, and intrigues were rife 
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elected by their people, or dependent 
on them during good behavior, or ac* 
countable to them for their deeds, but 
dependent on a foreign jurisdiction, and 
to a great extent on foreign patronage. 
This would, indeed, be a church and 
state union — another nation within the 
nation — the Greek in the midst of Troy, 

The simple fact, that the clergy of the 
Catholic denomination could wield in 
mass the suffrage of their confiding peo* 
pie, could not fail, in the competition 

in the anti-chambers of the Quirinal palace; now it 
was said that Spain would carry her candidate, now 
Italy, and now Austria, and when C^iirdinal Capel- 
lani was proclaimed pope, the universal cry., mixed 
too with low-muttered curses, was, that Austria had 
succeeded. The new pope had scarcely chosen his 
title of Gregory XVI., and passed through the cere- 
monies of coronation, before the revolution in his 
states gave him the opportunity of calling in Aus- 
tria to take possession of the patrimony of St. Peter, 
which his own troops could not keep for an hour; 
and at this moment Austrian soldiers hold the Roman 
legions in subjection to the cabinet of Vienna. Is 
not the pope a creature of Austrial" 
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of ambition and party ^irit, to occa- 
sion immediately an eager competition 
for their votes, placing them at once in 
the attitude of the most favored sect; 
securing the remission of duties on im- 
ported church property, and copious ap- 
propriations of land for the endowment 
of their institutions;* shielding them 
from .animadversion by the sensitiveness 
of parties on account of their political 
ends; and turning against their oppo- 
nents, and in favor of Catholics, the 
patronage and the tremendous influence 
of the administration, whose ascendancy 
and continuance might, in closely con- 
tested elections, be thought to depend on 
Catholic suffrage. 

Nor is this all — the secular patron- 
age at the disposal of an associated body 
of men, who under the influence of their 



* Senator Benton, of Missouri, we understand, has 
introduced a bill to give two thousand acres of land 
to a Catholic college • 
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priesthood may be induced to act as 
one, for those who favor and against 
those who oppose them, would enahle 
them to touch far and wide the^ spring 
of action through our cities and through 
the nation. How many presses 'might 
they influence by their promised patron- 
age or threatened withdrawment? How 
many mechanics, merchants, lawyers, 
physicians, in any political crisis, might 

• they reach and render timid, and tem- 
porizing, and prudent, not to say sturdy 
eulogists of Catholics, lest they shotild 
lose the patronage of a sect, who alone 
can wield a patronage to favor or to 
punish those who favor or obstruct their 

v^ views/ And if while they are few and 
feeble, compared with the whole nation, 
their consohdated action gives them such 
various and extended influence, how will 
its power extend and become omnipre- 
sent and resistless as emigration shall 
quadruple their numbers and action on 



PLEA FOR THE WEST. 59 

the political and business men of the 
nation? 

No government is more complex and 
difficult of preservation than a republic, 
and in no political associations do little 
adverse causes produce more disastrous 
results. Of all influences, none is more 
pernicious than a corps of men acting 
systematically and perseveringly for its 
own ends upon a community unapprized 
of their doings, and undisciplined to meet 
and counteract them. A tenth part of 
the suffrage of the nation, thus condensed 
and wielded by the Catholic powers of 
Europe, might decide our elections, per- 
plex our policy, inflame and divide the 
nation, break the bond of our union, 
and throw down our free institutions. 
The voice of history also warns us, 
that no sinister influence has ever in- 
truded itself into politics, so virulent and 
disastrous as that of an ambitious eccle- 
siastical influence, or which demands, 
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now and always, keener vigilance or a 
more active resistance. 

But before I proceed, to prevent mis- 
apprehension, I would say that I have 
no fear of the Catholics, considered 
simply as a religious denomination, and 
unallied to the church and state estab- 
lishments of the European governments 
hostile to republican institutions. 

Let the Catholics mingle with us as 
Americans, and come with their chil- 
dren under the full action of our com- 
mon schools and republican institutions, 
and the various powers of assimilation, 
and we are prepared cheerfully to abide 
the consequences. If in these circum- 
stances the protestant religipn cannot 
stand before the Catholic, let it go down, 
and we will sound no alarm, and ask 
no aid, and make no complaint. It is 
no ecclesiastical quarrel to which we 
would call the attention of the American 
nation. 
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Nor would I consent that the civil 

and religious rights of the Catholics 

should be abridged or violated. As na^ 

turalized citizens, to all that we eqoy 

we bid them welcome, and would have 

their property and rights protected with 

the same impartiality and efficacy that 

the property and rights of every other 

denomination are protected; and we 

diould abhor the interposition of law* 

less violence . to injure the property or 

control the rights of Catholics as vehe* 

mently as if it were directed against 

protestants and their religion. For when 

the day comes that lawless force prevails, 

argument and free inquiry are ended, and 

law and courts are impotent and useless, 

and liberty is extinct, and anarchy by its 

terrors will compel men to call in the 

protection of despotic power to save 

them from the pursuing hell. The late 

violence done to Catholic property at^ 

Charlestown is regarded with regret and 

e 
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abhorrence by protestants and patriots 
diroughout the land, though the excite- 
ment which produced it had no rela- 
tion whatever to religious opinions, and 
no connection with any religious denomi- 
nation of Christians. 

We are equally opposed to any attempt 
to cast odium upon Catholics of the 
present generation for any maxims, doc- 
trines or practices of past ages, which 
^^' are now by the competent authority of 

the pope, or a general council disavowed. 
But for all the poUtical bearings of their 
unchangeable and infaUible creed, and 
for all the deeds of persecution and 
blood, justified by thdr principles and 
perpetrated by Catholic powers, and not 
disavowed by his hohness or by a coun- 
cil, the Catholic church is accountable, 
whatever may be the personal opinion 
of particular individuals or particular 
departments of that great community. 
In our animadverdons, however, even 
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on ifaese things, a declamatory, yirolent, 
contemptaous, sarcastic, taunting, denun* 
ciatory style is as unchristian as it is in 
bad taste and indiscreet The invid- 
ious technics of the old controversy 
have gone into oblivion, and it is impos- 
sible to bring back the image and body 
of the times gone by as they stood in 
dreadfiil reality around our persecuted 
fathers; and however the ui^ency of 
oppression m a rough age may palliate 
the use of such terms by them, sound 
argument with meek firmness had been 
better even then: and it is one of the 
most hopeful signs of the present times, 
that public sentiment demands such cour- 
tesy of all religious controvertists now, 
and will not endure a dialect of rudeness, 
ill-temper and violence. If the reac- 
tion upon Catholics for the use of such 
language is not as stem and powerful as 
on protestants, it is only because as stran- 
gers and a minority, more a^ressive Ian* 
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guage will be tolerated in them than ike 
protestant majority will be permitted to 

V hurl back; while even they, in the use 
of invidious terms, and the manifestation 
of a virulent,, discourteous and contemp- 

* luous spirit, are fast using up both the 
fliympathy and the patience of the com* 
munity in their behalf. 

Besides, the Catholics in great num* 
bera are with us, and their increase 
by emigration, if it can be regulated, 
can never be wholly prevented. Our 
rich unoccupied territory, our national 
works, and their poverty and oppression 
at home, will as certainly bring over 
adventurers as a vaccuum will call in 
the circumjacent atmosphere; and it is 
impossible to avert the danger from so 
much exile population but by a friendly 
approximation, and the ubiquity and pow* 
erfiil illumination of our institutions, and 
time overcoming influence of Christian 
enterprise and Christian lova It is not 
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the striking of the fist which will disarm 
them, but words and acts of kindness 
and the warm beating of our heart; 
while contemptuous treatment will aug- 
ment their hatred of protestants, and 
rivet their prejudice, and deliver them 

it 

over double bound to the power of their 
priesthood, already too great for their 
happiness and our safety. 

In this view of the subject, I cannot 
but regret the manner in which the con- 
troversy between the Catholics and pro- 
testants has in various instances been 
conducted, in which the style and tem- 
per, as the means of doing good, were 
the very worst that could have been 
chosen, and the very best as the means 
of aiding the cause they were intended 
to (^pose. Important &cts and power- 
ful arguments have been given, but so 
mingled with invective and taunt, and 
sarca^n, and reviling, as to injure Ae 
cause as much by the disgust occa- 

6* 
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ffloned, as it was aided by the power of 
argument. 

It is to the political claims and charac* 
ter of the Catholic religion, and its chm*ch 
and state alliance with the political and 
ecclesiastical governments of Europe hos- 
tile to liber^, and the tendency upon our 
r^ublican institutions of flooding the 
nation suddenly with emigrants of this 
description, on whom for many years 
European influence may be exerted with 
such ease, and certainty, and power, diat 
we call the attention of the people of this 
nation. Did the Catholics regard them- 
selves only as one of many denomina- 
tions of Christians, entitled only to equal 
rights and privileges, there would be no 
such cause for apprehension while they 
peaceably sustained themselves by their 
own arguments and well doing. But if 
CathoUcs are taught to believe that their 
church is the only church of Christ, 
out of whose inclosure none can be 
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gaved,^— that none may read the Bible 
but by permission of the priesthood, and 7 
no one be permitted to understand it 
and worship God according to the die* 
tates of his own conscience, — ^that heresy 
is a capital offence not to be tolerated, 
but punished by the civil power with 
disfranchisement, death and confiscation 
of goods, — ^that the pc^e and the coun- 
cils of the church are infallible, and her 
rights of ecclesiastical jurisdiction uni- 
versal, and as far as possible and expe- 
dient may be of right, and ought to 
be as a matter of duty, enforced by the 
civil power, — ^that to the pope belongs 
the right of interference with the politi- ** 
cal concerns of nations, enforced by his 
authority over the consciences of Catho- 
lics, and his power to corroborate or 
cancel their oath of allegiance, and to 
sway them to obedience or insurrection ^ 
by the power of life or death eternal; 
if such, I say, are the maxims avowed by 
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her pontiff, sanctioned by her councils^ 
stereotyped on her ancient records, advo- 
cated by her most approved authors, illus- 
trated in all ages by her history, and stUl 
unrepealed, and still acted upon in the 
armed prohibition of free inquiry and re- 
ligious Uberty, and the punishment of he- 
resy wherever her power remains unbro- 
ken ; if these things are so, is it invidious 
and is it superfluous to call the attention 
of the nation to the bearing of such 
a denomination upon our civil and reU- 
gious institutions and equal rights? It 
is the right of self-preservation, and 
the denial of it is treason or the infa- 
tuation of folly. 

It is a duty also enforced by the un- 
paralleled novelty and urgency of our 
condition ; for since the irruption of the 
northern barbarians, the world has never 
witnessed ' such a rush of dark-minded 
population from one country to another, 
as is now leaving Europe and dashing 
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apoQ our shores. It is not the northern 
hive, but the wJide hive which is swarm- 
ing out upon o^r cities and unoccupied 
territory as the effect of overstocked pop- 
ulation, of civil oppression, of crime and 
poverQr, and political and ecclesiastical 
des^n. Clouds like the locusts of Egypt 
are rising from the hills and plains of 
Europe, and on the wings of every .wind 
are coming over to settle down upon 
ourj &ir fields; while millions, moved 
by the noise of their rising and cheered 
by the news of their safe arrival and 
green pastures, are preparing for flight in 
an endless succession. 

Capitalists and landholders, who feel in 
Europe the premonitions of coming evil, 
are transferring their treasures to our 
fimds, and making large investments in 
hmd, and facilitating emigration to aug- 
ment the value of their property. Our 
unoccupied soil is coming fast into the 
European market, and foreign capitalists 
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and speculators are holding competkioii 
with our own. So that, were there no 
political and no ecclesiastical ends to be 
accomplished, the rapid influx upon us of 
such masses of uneducated mind of other 
tongues and habits would itself alone de- 
mand an immediate and earnest national 
supervision, on the same . principles of 
self-preservation that would dyke out the 
ocean or turn the mountain torrent from 
carrying desolation over our fields. For 
the causes are mighty and radical which 
threaten us ; while the peculiarity of our 
organization in national and state govern- 
ments gives potency to their aetio^ and 
imbecility to our resistance. / 

But if this tremendous tide of Euro- 
pean emigration is from two-thirds to 
three-quarters of it under the direction of 
the feudal potentates of Europe, associ- 
ated to put down at home and abroad 
the liberal institutions of the world, and 
to reach us are availing themselves of a 
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religion which has always sustained their 
thrones and been sustained by them — 
despotic in its constitution and doctrines, 
and in aU ages found in the ranks of des- 
potism, contending against the civil and 
religious rights of man — a religion which 

vextinguished the lingering remains of Ro- 
man Uberty, and warred for thirty years 
against the resurrection of civil and re- 
ligious liberty in modem Europe, and 

Jholds nowtfie mind in unmit igated bon- 



^ dage wherever its power is unbroken, 
and is the mainstay of opposition to the 
efibrts of European patriots to break the 
yoke and ameliorate the condition of 
man; if this reUgion is rising in the midst 
of us, by floods of annual emigration, by 
its undivided sufltage to balance our 
elections and sway our destiny, and by 
the aid of royal munificence to endow 
our institutions, and by underbidding and 
gratuitous instruction to monopolize the 
education of the coming generations,--- 
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why should we shut our eyes^ and stop 
our ears, and cry, Peace, while destruc* 
don is coming? 
There is no despotism so terrible as a 
^ J\^^ popular despotism under the names and 
forms of liberty, where ignorance and 
prejudice, and passion, and irreUgion, and 
crime are wielded by desperate poUtical 
amhiiiop and a corrupting foreign influ- 
ence ; and if ever our hberties perish, it 
will be by the explosion of the volcanic 
power of the European and American 
populate, and foreign influence and 
M American demagogues in bad aUiance, 
who will ride in the whirlwind and di* 
rect the storm. This I am aware is 
strong language. But strong language is 
demanded ; for this giant nation sleepeth 
and must be awaked. For obvious and 
imminent as is the danger, its develop- 
ment is recent, and the action of it on 
many minds is prevented by a multitude 
of careless, commonplace, fallacious max- 
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ims pouring contempt on fear, and hold- 
ing the community spell-bound ; some of 
which I must note and expose. 

It is nothing but a controversy about i 
religion, it is said — a thing which has no-/ 
thing to do with the liberty and prosperityj 
of nations, and the sooner it is banished \ 
jfrom the world the better, \ 

As well might it be insisted that the sun ' 
has no influence on the solar system, or 
the moon on the tides. In all ages, reli- , 
gion, of some kind^ has been the former 
of man's character and the mainspring of 
his action. It has done more to fill up 
the eventful page of history, than all 
moral causes beside. It has been the 
great agitator or tranquilizer of nations, — 
the orb of darkness or of light to the 
world, — ^the fountain of purity or pollu- 
tion, — ^the mighty power of riveting or 
bursting the chains of men. Atheists 
may rage and blaspheme, but they can- 
not expel rehgion of some kind fi'om 
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the world. Their epidemic madness, 
like the volcano, may at times break 
out, and obscure the sun, and turn the 
moon into blood, and extend from na- 
tibn to nation the cup of God^ dis- 
pleasure, covering the earth vnth the 
slain and the fragments . of demol- 
ished institutions. But it can recon- 
struct nothing. It must be temporary, 
or it would empty the earth of its 
inhabitants. It will be temporary, be- 
cause so bright are the evidences of a 
superior power, and so frail and full 
of sorrow are men, and so guilty and 
foil of fears, that if Christianity does 
not guide them to the true God and 
> Jesus Christ, superstition will send th^m 
to the altars of demons. 
\ But it is a contest, it is said, about reli- 
gion — and religion and politics have no 
sort of connection. Let the religionists 
^gfat their own battles; only keep the 
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church and state apart, and there is no 
danger. 

It is a union of church and state which 
we fear, and to prevent which we lift up 
our voice: a union which neyer existed 
without corrupting the church and en- 
slaving the people, by making the min- 
istry independent of them and depend- 
ent on the state, and to a great extend 
a sinecure aristocracy of indolence and 
secular ambition, auxiliary to th,e throne 
and inimical to Mber^. No treason 
against our free institutions would be 
more fatal than a union of church and 
state ; none, when perceived, would bring 
on itself a more overwhelming pubUc 
indignation, and which all protestant 
denominations would resist with more 
loathing and abhorrence. 

And is there, therefore, no danger 
of a church and 3tate union, because 
all denominations cannot unite, and no 
one can elude the vigilant r^istanqe 
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of the rest? Is there no other door 
at which the mnovation can come in? 
How has the union been constituted in 
times past? Not as coveted by the 
church, and secured by her artifice or 
power; but as coveted by the state, and 
sought for purposes of secular ambition 
to strengthen the arm of despotic power. 
It was Gonstantine who invited the church 
into an alliance with the state, — ^nay, 
forced upon her the corrupting honor. 
It was the kings of the earth who 
gave their protection to a despotic 
form of corrupted Christianity 5 from 
which, when the power of superstition 
overmastered the sceptre, they have been 
taking it away. 

But in republics the temptation and 
the facilities of courting an alliance 
with church power may be as great as 
in governments of less fluctuation. Amid 
the competitions of party and the strug- 
gles of ambition, it is scarcely possible 
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that the clergy of a large denomina* 
tion should be able to give a direction 
to the sufErage of their whole people, an^ 
not become for the time being the most 
favored denomination, and in balanced 
elections the dominant sect, whose infl^- 
^ice in times of discontent jnsy perpetu- 
ate power against the unbiassed verdict of 
public opinion. The free circulation of 
the blood is not more essential to bodily 
health, than the easy, unobstructed move- 
ment of public sentiment in a republic. 
All combinations to forestall and baffl^ 
its movemeuts tend to the destruction 
of liberty. It^ fluctuations are indeed 
an evil ; but tiie power to arrest its fluc- 
tuations and chain it down is despotism f 
and when it is accomplished by the 
jMTibed alliance of ecclesiastical influ- 
ence in the control of suffi-age, it ap- 
pears in its most hateflil and alarming 
form. It is true, tiiat the discovery might 
produce a reaction, and i^weep away the 
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ecclesiastical intermeddlers. But in po- 
litical crises, calamities may be inflicted 
in a day, which ages cannot repair ; and 
who can tell, when the time comes, 
whether the power will be too strong 
for the fetters, or the fetters for the 
power? For none but desperate men 
will employ such measures for the ac- 
quisition of power; and when despe- 
rate men have gained power they will 
not relinquish it without a struggle. 

The Lord dehver us from the alli- 
ance of any church with the state; for 
it will be the alliance of ambition with 
ambition, of corruption with corruption, 
of despotism with despotism, and of a 
persecuting irreligion with a persecuting 
Christianity. It will produce a reaction, 
should the alliance ever take place ; but 
the conflict will be dreadful, and blood 
will flow. 

We say, then, with the objector, only 
keep the church and state apart, and 
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there will be no danger. But while 
you watch the door at which the alli- 
ance never did come, do not forget to 
watch the door at which it always has 
entered — ^the door of the state inviting 
the aUiance of church power to sus- 
tain its own weakness and nerve its arm 
for despotic dominion. 

"But why so much excitement about 
the Catholic religion? Is not one reU- 
gion just as good as another?" 

There are some who think that Calvin- 
ism is not quite as good a religion as 
some others. I have heard it denounced 
as a severe, unsocial, self-righteous, un- 
charitable, exclusive, persecuting sys- 
tem-— dealing damnation rojand the land — 
compassing sea and land to make prose- 
lytes, and forming conspiracies to over- 
turn the liberties of the nation by an 
unhallowed union of church and state. 
There have been those, too, who have 
thought it neither meddlesome nor per- 
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wcution to inyestigate the facts in the 
case, and scan the republican t^id^* 
cies of the Calvinistic system. Though 
it has always been on the side of liberty 
in its struggles against arbitrary pawer; 
though, through the puritans, it breathed 
into the British constitution its most in-r 
valuable principles, and laid the founda* 
lions of the republican institutions of our 
nation, and felled the forests, and fought 
the colonial battles with Canadian In- 
idians and French CathoUcs, when often 
our destiny balanced on a pivot and hung 
upon a hair; and though it wept, and 
prayed, and fasted, and fought, and suf-^ 
f^ed through the revolutionary struggle, 
when there was almost no other cree4 
but the Calvinistic in the land ; still it i$ 
the opinion of many, that its well doings 
of the past should not invest the system 
with implicit confidence, or supersede 
the scrutiny of its republican tendencies. 
They do not think themselves required 



PLEA FOR THE WEST. 81 

to let Calvinists alone ; — and why should 
they? We do not ask to be let alone, 
nor (Sry persecution when our creed or 
conduct is analyzed. We are not an- 
noyed by scrutiny; we seek no con- 
cealment. We court investigation of our 
past history, and of all the tendencies 
of the doctrines and doings of the friends 
of the reformation ; — and why should the 
Catholic religion be exempted from scru- 
tiny? Has it disclosed more vigoroul^ 
republican tendencies? Has it done 
more to enlighten the intellect, to purify 
the mo^s, and sanctify the hearts of 
men, and fit them for self-government? 
Has it fought more frequently or siic- 
cessfiiUy the battles of liberty against 
despotism? or done more to enlighten 
the intellect, purify the morals, and sanc- 
tify the heart of the world, and prepare 
it for universal liberty? 

I protest against that unlimited abuse 
with which it is thought quite proper to 
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round off declamatory periodis against the 
religion of those who fought the battles 
of the reformation and the battles of the 
revolution, and that sensitiveness and Ub- 
erality which would shield from animad- 
version and spread the mantle of charity 
over a religion which never prospered 
but in alliance wijth despotic governments 
has always been and still is the inflexible 
enemy of liberty of conscience an4 free 
inquiry, and at this moment is the main- 
stay of the battle against republican insti** 
tutions. A despotic govemmeat and des- 
potic religion may not b^ abl^ to endure 
free inquiry, but a republic aii4 religious 
liberty cannot exist without it. Where 
force is wi&drawn, and millions are as- 
sociated for self-government, the complex 
mass of opinions and interests can be re- 
duced to system and order only by tli^e 
collision and resolution of intellectual and 
moral forces. To lay the ban of a fasti- 
dious charity on religious free inquiry^ 
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would terminate in unthinking apathy and 
the intellectual stagnation of the dark 
ages. Whatever European nations may 
do, our nation must read and think firom 
length to breadth, from top to bottom. 
It is a perilous experiment we have ad- 
ventured upon; but it is begun, and vre 
^aimot go back. For mind has felt its 
own power, and is girding itself for efforfs 
never yet made, and with means and mo- 
tives never before possessed, and on subh 
a field as before was never opened, and it 
is only the mighty salutary action of 
mind which can carry us through. 

It is an anti-republican charity, th^ 
which would shield the Catholics, or any 
other religious denomination, from the 
-animadversion of impartial criticism.*^— 
Denominaticms, as really as bodks, are 
pubhc property, and demand and are 
benefited by criticism. And if ever the 
Catholic religion is liberalized and assim- 
ilated to our institutions, it must be done. 
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not by a sickly sentimentalism screening 
it from animadversion, but by subjecting 
it to the tug of controversy, and turning 
upon it the searching inspection of the 
public eye, and compelling it, like all 
other religions among us, to pass the or- 
deal of an enlightened public sentiment. 

"But are not the Catholics sincere? — 
why not, then, let them alone?'' That 
they are sincere in their faith there can 
be no doubt. But what the republican 
tendency of their faith is, depends on 
ft"] II what they believe, and not on the simple 
I fact thqi; they do believe it. If they be- 
lieve in the rights and duties of universal 
education, of free inquiry, of reading and 
understanding the Bible, and in the liber- 
ty and equaUty of all religious denomina- 
tions, and that they and we are accoun- 
table only to God and the laws of the 
land, it is well. But if they believe that 
the pope and the church are infallible, — 
that his ecclesiastical jurisdiction is uni- 
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▼eisal, — ^that he and the prieBts have t\m 
power of eternal Ufe or death, in the 
bestowment or refusal of pardon aa they 
obey or disobey thiem>-«^at no. man. 
may read the Bible without the permk- 
sion of the priesthood^ or understand 
it but as they inte;rpret, — ^nd that eveiy 
GathoUc is bound to beheve impUcitly 
as the churdi believes, and that . aH 
nonrCatholics are heretics, and heresp 
a capital offence, and the extermination 
of heretics by force duty ; then the n 
more anti-republican the elements of 
their faith are, the more terrific is their 
sincerity, which on the peril of their soul 
would make them the instruments of a 
foreign policy in overturning our institu^- 
tidns for the establishment of diose of 
their own church. 

^^But have there not been great and 
good men in the Oadiolic church?'' 
Doubdess. Luther was ^a great aiid 
good man. while he was in die church, 
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or he had never left it; and others have 
given evidence of piety who never did 
abandon her communion. But does the 
existence of a few good men in a. church 
and state union sanctify the system? — 
are all systems containing men of talents 
and piety of good republican tendency? 
There may be great and good men in 
Russia, and Prussia, and Austria, and 
Italy; but does that prove the repub- 
lican tendencies of their religious sys- 
tems? It might be well to ascertain, 
too, whether the great and good men 
in the CathoUc church have ever ex- 
erted a predominant influence in it, and 
have not rather endured what they 
could not reform, and if not persecuted, 
were tolerated in an impotent minority 
for the credit their virtues gave, with- 
out the power of changing the max- 
ims and tendencies of the system? 
Whether . Catholics are pious or learned, 
is not die question; but what are the 
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republican tendencies of their system? 
I am pressing upon republican America ^ 
that it is better for her to educate her 
population by her own sons and money, 
than to rely on the schoolniasters and 
charitable contributions of the despotic 
governments of Catholic Europe — and 
the more piety, and talent, and learning 
they should bring to our aid, the more 
deep and indelible would be the im- 
pression they might make adverse to our 
religious and political institutions. 
• "But have not the Catholics just as 
good a right to their religion as other 
denominations have to theirs?" I have 
said so. I not only admit their equal 
rights, but insist upon them; and am 
prepared to defend their rights as I am 
those of my own and other protesta^t 
denominations. The Catholics^ have a 
perfect right to proselyte the nation to 
their faith if they are able to do it. But 
I too have the right of preventing it 
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if I am abtei They have a right freefy 
to propagate their opiiHons-and argu- 
ments ; and I too have a right to apprise 
the nation of their political bearings on 
our republican institutions. They have 
a right to test the tendencies of protes-^ 
tantism by an appeal to history; and 
I, by an appeal to history, have a right 
to illustrate the coincidence between the 
political doctrines and the practice of 
the Catholic church, and to show that 
always they have been hostile to civil 
and religious liberty. The Catholics* 
claim and exercise the liberty of anim- 
adverting on the doctrines and doings, 
of protestants, and we do not compkdn 
of it; — and why should they or -their 
friends complain that we in turn should 
afiimadvert on the political maxims and 
doings of the Catholic church? Must 
Cathblics have all the liberty — ^their own 
and ours too? Can they hot endure 
die reaction of free inquiry? Musf we 
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lay our hand on our mouth in &eu* pres- 
ence, and stop the press? Let them 
count the cost, and such as cannot bear 
the scrutiny of free inquiry return where "^ 
there is none; for though we would 
kindly accommodate them in all prac* 
ticable ways, we cannot surrender our ^ 
rights for their accommodation. 

But are not the Catholic priesthood 
useful to keep ' in order their unlettered 
population, to secure the restitution of 
property, and in cases of popular tu- 
mult, by the waving of the hand to allay 
excitement and obviate violence? 

But how much better it were if their 
people were so educated as not wrongfully 
to take the property of their neighbors. 
And what per centage do you imagine 
ever returns to the owner by the instru- 
mentality of the confessional and the 
priesthood. And as ' to the power of 
stilling tumults by waving the hand, were 
it not better so to educate their people 

8* 
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a» 'to, pxeyent mch i)in«icrqetioii8^. of 
wrath? And in lyhat sortjofi elem«rt-- 
aiy puqiApatiosi for: naturaKzatioiaL ; at r ijie 
vl "^ poUa.is . tb/^ naandi. of <ia mob— whose 
rage may be tamed and their purpose 
controlled by <the. waving of a bishop^sr 
hand?— *and what if diis hand ^ould 

• wave onward instead of eff? And how 
felicitous the OQndition of American citi- 
zei^y who depend gratefully upon the 
hand and: will of a Catholiq bishop to 

' protect them from clubs, and conflagra^ 
tion, and the knife! 

' For what was the city of Boston for 
jgve nights under arms — ^her military 
upon the ali^rt — ^her citizens enrolled, 
and a body of five hundred men con*- 
stantly patrolling the streets? Why were 
the accustomed lectures for public wor*, 
ship, and other public seculto meetings, 
suspend^? Why were tiiie citizens, al 
sound i>f bell, convened at mid-day in 
FEHmul £($iU %r^f3i hear CatholicdBm jfsdo^ 
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gized, and thaoj^sgiYingd offered to his 
reverence the bishop, for hia m^rcifiil 
protection of the childrai of the pil* 
grims! And why by the cradle of lib- 
erty, and under the shadow of Buoker'a 
Hill) did men turn pale, axiA whisper, and 
look over their shoulders and around to 
ascertain whether it were safe to speak 
aloud, or meet to worship God? Ha& 
it come to this? — that the capital of New 
England has been thrown into consterna- 
tion by the threats of a Catholic mob, 
and . that her temples and mansions stand 
only through the forbearance of a Gatho- 
he bishop? There can be no liberty in 
the presence of such masses of dark v 
mind , and of such despotic power over 
it in a sii^le man. Safety on such 
terms is not the protection of law^ r. 
b^;t of single handed despotism. Will 
our, great cities consent to receive pro^ 
tectiop from the Catholic ..pjrieathood-^ 
dependent on ; the Catholic powers of 
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Europe, and favored by his holinefifi, 
who is himself governed by the bayo- 
nets of Austria? 

^But, it is said, ^'the Catholics do not 
interfere at alt with, the rehgion of .their 
protestant pupils. They have no such 
design. They promise not to do it, and 
only require as a matter of decency 
and order a conformity to the rules of 
the school." 

They cannot help interfering with the 
religion of their pupils. The known 
opinions and kind attentions of instruc- 
tors sedulous to please, and a constant 
famiUarity with their example and reli- 
gious instruction and the dpctrines, pray- 
ers, ceremonies and worship of the 
church, cannot fail to affect the mind 
of protestant youth — ^allaying apprehen- 
sion, conciliating affection, inspiring con- 
fidence, and undermining their protestant 
education — ^until they become either scep- 
tics, or devotees, or at least the friends 
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and apol6gists' tod auxiliaries of Catho- 
lics. You may as well suspend the at- 
traction of gravity, or intercept the con- 

« 

nection between cause and effect, ^s 
to prevent the adverse action of a 
Catholic education on the minds of 
protestant children. 

"But they have no design to subvert 
the religion of protestant children.'' 

And what if they have no design? 
Will the absence of a deliberate pur- 
pose stay the influence or avert the 
effects of such powerful tendencies con- 
stantly acting upon the youthful mind? 
The action of physical and moral causes 
is not dependent on design. Fire will 
bum, and poisons destroy, independent 
of the itialignant purpose in the appli- 
cation. 

But have they ' tio design? Is not the 
system of instruction, and every rela- 
tion and drcttmstance of the condition 
of their puj)ils, a matter of deliberate 
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arrangement? and is it not as well adap- 
ted to produce effect as it could be? and 
are not the coasequences continually wit^ 
nessed? Do thay not . studiously with- 
hold Catholic children from the action 
of such causes in protestant schools, and 
tax their own people, and supplicate the 
royal munificence of Catholic Europe to 
rear schools and colleges jfor the cheap 
and even gratuitous education of protes- 
tant children, high and low, — while thou- 
sands of Catholic children are utterly 
neglected, and uncared for, and aban- 
doned to ignorance and vice? And is 
all this without design? 

"But they promise not to interfere with 
the religion of their protestant pupils, 
only so far as is implied in conformity 
to the regulations of the school,''— i. c. 
they will not coerce and persecute them, 
nor assail them by direct disputation and 
argument — ^which would preclude the ac- 
cess of pupils; while the entire* associ- 
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ations and influences and instructions of 
the school are in the most dextrous man-- 
ner possible contrived to effect that which 
they promise not to attempt. There is 1 
an inhibition of such free conversation 
and discussion on disputed points by the 
students among themselves, as would be 
calculated to sustain prolestant opinions 
and associations. The entire absence 
of all protestant books toucWng religion, 
with the presence of those which are 
Catholic; while by separate beds, and 
silence, and the presence of an over- 
seer in the lodging room and in all 
their amusements and walks and ways, 
the action of every thing protestant is 
suspended, and the active, universal,_j 
constant action becomes Catholic. Eve- 
ry day they assist^ — f. e. they unite in ' 
Catholic worship— engage in and com- 
ply with their forms and ceremonies — 
comlnit their catechisms, recite their 
prayers to the Virgin Mary and ^fbr the 
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repose of the dead, and make the crosses 
and genuflexions. They are not permit^ 
ted to attend protestant worship, but hear 
points of Catholic doctrine explained, 
discussed and defended.* In short, they 
receive as perfect a Catholic education as 
the Catholic children themselves who are 
educated among them. 

In St. Mary'^ College, Baltpiore, "No 
books foreign to the course of study are 
SUFFERED to circulatc in the College, un- 
less signed by the president." 

In (^eorgetown, D. C, " The exercises 
of religious worship are Catholic. It is 
required that members of other religious 
denominations assist at the public duties 
of religion with their companions." 

At the Athenaeum, Cincinnati, "it is 
not deemed an infringement of liberty 

♦ A gentleman who passed four years in the semi- 
nary at Bardstown, stated to a friend of mine recently, 
that in the whole time he never heard hut two ser- 
mons which were not in explanation and defence of 
come point of Catholic faith. 
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that all out pupfib should assist together 
at religioiis exerdses.^' 

At St Josepb^s Ckill^e, Bardstown, 
Kentucky, die students of otfier denomi* 
nations are receiYed upon the sole coodir 
lion of attendkig nK»*ning and evening 
{Mrayer daily, and catechism and divine 
service on Sundays and holy days. 

What more could Catfu^cs do, or pro- 
testant parents permit to be done? What 
more do protestants do to educate their 
children in the protestant faith, than is 
avowed and permitted and done to con- 
vert protestant children to the Catholio 
&ith?— *and all under the trifling reser- 
vation of ^^ expected conformity to the 
regulations of the school.'' 

They hold up to the ear of unreflect- 
ing credulity, the promise of non-inter- 
ference with the religion of the pupils. 
But do they promise that they will not 
by studied attention seek to gain their 
ocmfidence and afiection? and that by 

9 
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dextrous insiiraation and remark, ttnef 
will not attempt to undermine dieir con^ 
fidance in the religion of their parents? 
That they will not heave the sigh nor 
drop the tear in their presence, that their 
parents should he h^etics, and their be- 
loTod pupils aliens from the only church 
in which they can possibly be saved? 
If they do, then doubtless they break 
their promise — ^to make confession of it 
to the priest, and be eai^y forgiven. 

They do promise not to interfere with 
the religion of protestant diildren com- 
mitted to their schools. But what do 
they say, when writing to their mission- 
ary patrons in Europe, as to the effect on 
protestant children of this confidence 
reposed in their promises by their pa- 
rents? 

The quotations which follow are trans- 
lated from a French Catholic missionary 
publication called the "Annales," by a 
friend of the writer, whose ability and 
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integrity ftre'tiiiqaestioned; and from a 
report of die doings of tlie general eon* 
vention of the whole Catholic church m 
the United States^ held in Baltimore. 
Both these publications were circulated 
among Catholics' in Europe^ to en^die 
their missionary zeal and secure oontri- 
butions, and fell accidentally into the 
hands of a protestant gentleman travel- 
ing in Europe, by whom they were sent 
nome for translation. 

<< Mgr. Flaget has established in his diocese many 
i^onvents of nuns devoted to the educaticm of youag 
ftnial«9. These' e«tablishm«itfl do wonderful good. 
Catholics and protestants are admitted indiscrimi- 
nately. The latter, after having finished their educa- 
tion, return to the bosom of their families, full of 
esteem and veneration for their instructresses. They ' 
Mxe ever ready to refute the calumnies^ which the 
jealousy of heretics loves to spread against the reli- 
gious communities: and oft^n^ when they have no 
Umger . any opposition of their reUUUmt to fear^ they 
embrace the CoihoUc religion.**'^QiMurteMly JlegUteri ^ 
vol. 2, 1830— page 194. , . - ^ 

They promise not to u\t^jrfe|]p, witl^ ^he 



mligion 'of tbtor proteatvat {wpibt and 
fliflipIe«4iQaried protestant parents cimfide 
in their promicieB; and thui^ are they re^ 
ifoitdd by those who, il serais, knowinglgr 
spread the snare for ifaeir feet, and to their 
friends in Europe exult in Iheir success* 
. The bishop <tf Bardstown, Kentucky, 
•ays: 

'*Had I treasares at my disposal, I would multiply 
<l0Qi|fQB, and sohools ^r girls and boys ; I would con- 
solidate all these establishments, by annexing to theiA 
lands or annual rents; I would build hospitals and 
imblio houses I in a word, I would compel all mt 
Kbhtuckians to admire and love a religioB so benefit 
eiBt and generous, and perhajw I »kould fiauh ky 
'^on^erting tkem.*'^Qiuurterfy JRegiMer, vd. 2, 1680-^ 
■]iagel94. 

The next year the same bishop wiiite^: 

*' I hare the greatest confidence we shall be able' in 
a short time to liquidKte our debts; and shall then 
have the opportunity of educating gratis a much forger 
number of pupils in our seminary tor the good^f the 
dhuroh in K6)fttiicky;^<— QiUirferfy Regittir, toL 9, 
ISdOu-page 195. 



Again he toy*: 
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^ Since tfae^ holy Catholic TeUgion has exhibited it- 
eelf in Kentacky .with a certain splendor ,-Hiinoe 
sohools for girls and boys, into which all sects are 
admitted, have been multiplied, our many churches ^ 
bttilt, and our doctrine clearly and solidly explained 
in them on Sundays and festivals, the most happy 
revolution is effected in her favor. To the most in- 
veterate prejudices have succeeded astonishment, ad- 
miration, and the desire of knowing our principles. 
Now* the conversions are numerous. In twelve jubi- 
lees, wherein I have presided, more than forty pro- 
testants have entered the church ; a great number 
still are preparing to share the same happiness, — and 
I have hardly gone over the half of Kentucky,*' — J 
Quarterly Register, vol. 2, 1830 — page 197. 

. In the proceedings of the Catholic 
convention sent to the missionary pat- 
rons of Europe, they say it was proposed 
to form a central seminary for the whole 
metropohtan jurisdiction, where young 
persons should be educated at a low 
cpst, and prepared for the functions of • 
iffe priesthood,— at a law cost, remem- 
ber, — and that they especially invite in 
their seminaries protestant pupils. In 
the same reports, they say: 

9* 



<<Th0Nrii aiio # <0oeiety of loea who ^ Ibr^Moiyt 
what ui dOM by the kdies for yi.rhk Theie Mhoob 
art fiooqaetted not only by the Gstholie, but alao by 

^ prateitist children^ many of whom embrace the GtAh- 
olie reUi^on, or at leaat reeeive iiipreaeiotMi in ila, 
&vor^ tMch ikiy cattsry^ bilo ike defom of their famA^ 

^ U^J'-'-Q^arteHy RegiMter^ yqL. 3, 1891— page 06. 

The Sisters of Charity began their es- 
taUishmenit at Baltimore in 1809. In 
1810 they^ remored to Emigtietsbarghy 
in Maryland. Seventy in number pro- 
fessed, or novices, and a hundred female 
boarders. 

« From that place they haTe fOnt coloniee to Balti- 
more, Wasbiagtan, Frederick, MfmicLgne^ Philadel* 
phia^ New York, Albany, Harrisburgh, and St. Louis. 
In these diJSerent places, they receive and instruct 
orphans, and have a school fm nnfortunate ehildren,. 
the number of which is enormom. There are soma 
schools containing from five to six hundred. At 
Baltimore, besides the asylum and free school, they 
have the care of the lying-in hospital befonging to 
the medical school. Those of St. Louis have also 
the care of the hospital of that city. All these differ' 
erU branches are connected with a central ffovemmeni, 
in the parent house at Emmetsburgh. They form 
together but one bodf * They Mve; mider thft lule 
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of 8t. Vincent cle Paul, with a little variation^tliovglit 
indispensable by the ecclesiastical superiors. One of ^ 
these is the boarding establishment of the parenl 
house, with the double object of giving a ChriUio^ 
education to proteMttuattt at well as Caiholicsy (a wonf 
deeply felt in iheee regiontJy*^>^Quarterlp RegisUTf j 
vol. 3, 1831— page 08. 

What are the motives of these Catho* 
lies in neglecting the education of their 
own children, and extending such dbeap 
and even gratuitous facilities of educa- 
tion to protestants? and what is it which 
all at once has warmed the heart of pope 
and cardinals, potentates, princes, {^rime 
ministers and nobles, to endow for us 
protestants such ample means of cheap 
instruction? We perceive in the pre- 
ceding extracts, and the one which fol- 
lows, what the motives are which the 
Catholics of this country, in their com- 
munications, press upon their patrons in 
Eurc^e^ and which bring out their ex- 
uberant cliarities. 

** The missions of America are «f high importaocs 
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to the church. The superabundant population of ad' 
cient Europe is flowing toward the United States* 
Each one arrives, not with his religion, but with his 
indifference. The greater part are disposed to em- 
brace the doctrine, whatever it may be, which is first 
preached to them. We must make haste; the mo- 
ments are precious. America may one day become 
the centre of civilization; and shall truth or error 
establish there its empirel If the protestant sects 

ARE BEFOREHAND WITH US, IT WILL BE DIFFICULT TO 
BB8TR0T THEIR INFLUBHCB. 

<< * Mgr. Fenwick,' adds the editor, < is laboring with 
an admirable zeal to combat this influence of the pro- 
testant sects in the mission entrusted to him. Nume- 
rous conversions have already crowned his efforts ; 
and he has even been able to establish a convent, 
all the nuns of which are protestants, who have ab- 
jured their former faith.' " — Quarterly Register ^ vol. ^ 
1830— page 198. 

And now, in view of these disclo- 
sures, let me ask, can a protestant profes- 
sor of religion covenant to train up his 
children in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord, and then deliver them over 
to a Catholic education, and not violate 
his vow? — and can patriots swear* to 
be faithful to the constitution of the 
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ifnitod Steles, and commit Ihe educaiioti 
of their republican children to Catholic 
aehools and seminaries, aiid do no Tio- 
leDoe to their oatht CMLJ esnite ' and 
mms, edueated in Eun^e, and sustained 
by the patronage of CSatfaoHc powers in 
arduous conflict for ^e destructicm of lib* 
erty, be safely 4r^ted to form the mind 
tmd opkiions of the young hopes of tfiis 
great nation ?-^Is it not treason to com-^ 
mit the formation of republican childr^ti 
to sudi influences? 

It is time to awake out of sleep on 
the fiuli^t, anil that the sanction of a 
correct, concentrated, all*powerfiil piribilie 
sentiment should stamp in&tuation and 
shame upon it. Notiiing fills the Gatho^ 
lies with such amazemciit and high hopes 

4 

as the simple-hearted credulity and reck- 
leimesB of protestants^ in committing 
Iheir diildren to their forming hand^ 
raid nodiing eertainiy can. be more won**^ 
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dodxA or more fatal in its influence on 
oar republican ii»tituti<»is. 

But^ it is said, ^ this outcry of a con- 
qpira*fiy to overturn our republican inslitu* 
tions by immigration and ecclesiastical 
influence is a &ilse alarm. There is no 
such design.^' 

If there be no such design, the facts in 
ihe case are as adverse to our safety as 
if they were the parts of a settled plan. 
The number of the immigrant, their lack 
o[ information, their uiiacquauitance with 
Ihe principles of our government, their 
superstition and implicit confidence in 
their ecclesiastical teachers, and the de^ 
pendence of these on Rome, and of 
Rome upon Austria, — all constitute an 
influence of dangerous action in them- 
selves, and offer to the powers of Europe, 
easy and effectual means of disturbing 
the healthful action of our institutions^ 
which, if it did escape their desifn to 
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eontrive, cannot be expected long to es- 
cape dieir sagsi^ity to employ. It is like 
a train of powder between an enemy's 
camp and our own magazine; which, 
though laid by accident, may not be ex« 
pected long to escape observation and 
Hse. 

But if the civil and ecclesiastical pow- 
ers of Europe have no such design, they 
lack the ordinary discretion and conduct 
of men in their condition, annoyed and 
endangered, as they feel themselves to be, 
by our repubhcan institutions. If they 
have no design to extend their iniSuenbe 
by ecclesiastical power, they have foi^ot- 
ten also all the past; analogies of supposed 
duty, — ^their faith authorizing and requi- 
ring them to extend the Catholic religion 
the world over, by persuasion if they can, 
and by force if they must and are able. 
And when or where has their executive 
zeal fallen in the rear of their physical 
ability. 
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If thiBgr faw6 no derign, Ibey do net 
jNUBue the analogy of their past f^ 
ej i& similar circumstances, which has 
been always to compensate for losses at 
home by new efforts to extend their inOii* 
ence abroad. .It was the boast of the 
Catholic church, when she lost half Ea*- 
rope by the reformation, that she had 
more than compensated her loss by the 
new enterprise of her Jesuit missionaries 
in India and South America. . But during 
the last half century her power in Europe 
has been as much curtailed by infidelity 
and revolution, as before it had been 
by the reformation. ^^The ^irit <^ the 
age,'' which Bonaparte says dethroned 
him, is moving on to put an end in 
Europe to GathoUc domination, creating 
the necessity of making reprisals abroad 
fiir what liberty conquers at home. Their 
policy points them to the West, the de»- 
tined c^itre of civilization and political 
power once their own, and embracing 
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ttidw tbeir ancient setdements and insti- 
lutians and people, and not a Ut^e 
weakh-^bounded on the north by a 
Catholic population, and on the south 
by a continent not yet emancipated from 
their* dominion, and agitated by the at 
present successful conflicts of the Cath- 
t>lic priesthood to extinguish free insti- 
lutions and reconstruct those of despotic 
power — there can be no doubt that Cath- 
oUcism in St. Domingo and South Amer- 
ica is destined to feel the quickening 
energies of the political powers of Eu- 
rope, as the only means remaining to 
diem of combating the march of liberal 
institutions ; and it cannot be denied that 
those empires of superstitious mind 
offer the fairest opportunity now rci- 
maining to the Catholic church of ma- 
king a stand, and perpetuating for a sea- 
son her political and ecclesiastical do^ 
minion. 

10 
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Bat why is it so iUppantly said, and so 
confidently believed, that there is no de- 
sign on the part of the powers of Europe 
to annoy os by the introducti(m of a 
disturbing political religious influence' 
among us?| What can evidence design, 
if obvious and powerfiil motives, frank 
declaration, and the extensive and vigor- 
ous adaptation of means to the endj do 
not? But American travelers at Rome 
and Vienna, assure us, that in the upper 
circles the enterprise of reducing our 
western states to spiritual subserviency to 
the see of Rome is a subject of avowed 
expectation, and high hope, and san- 
guine confidence, while the correspond- 
ence of the Catholic bishops and priests 
in this country to their noble and royal 
patrons in Europe are full of the same 
predictions and high hopes, as motives 
to their immediate and copious charities 
to establish Catholic institutions at the 
West. 
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The bishop of Bardstown, Kentucky, 
says: 

« Had I treasures at mj disposal, I would multiplf 
colleges, and schools for girls and boys ; I would con- 
solidate all these establishments, by annexing, to them 
lands or annual rents; I would build hospitals and 
public houses : in a word, I would compel all mr 
Kbntucxians to admire and love a religion so benefi- 
cent and generous, and perhaps I tJtould finUh by 
ccnverting' them,''* 

The bishop of Cincinnati, on the same 
page, says: 

**The missions of America are of high importance 
to the church. The superabundant population of an- 
cient Europe is flowing toward the United States. 
Each one arrives, not with his religion, but with his 
indifference. The greater part are disposed to em- 
brace the doctrine, whatever it may be, which is first 
preached to them. We must make haste ; the mo- 
ments are precious. America may one day become 
the centre of civilization; and shall truth or error 
establish there its empirel Ir the protestamt skcts 

ARB BEFORBHAflD WITH US, IT WILL BB DIFFICITLT TO 

VEBrrmoY thjbir hiflubncb. 

** * Mgr. Fenwick,' adds the editor, * is laboring with 
an admiraikle zeal to combat this influence of the pro* 

* Qaartly Register, vol. 2, 1830— page 104. 
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testant Mots in the mianon entrusted to him. Nume- 
rous conversioDs have already crowned his efforts; 
and ho has even been able to establish a convent, 
all the nuns of which are protestants, who have ab- 
jured their former faith.' " • 

A Catholic priest, writing apparently 
from Cincinnati to a friend in Europe, 
says: 

" Since the bishop's arrival a great number of per- 
sons have presented themselves for instruction in the 
true religion. I hope, if the Lord blesses our efforts^ 
we shall be able to finish the cathedral and found a 

\ college. We shall see the truth triumph, the temples 
of idols overthrown, and the seat of falsehood brought 

* to silence. This is the reason that we conjure all the 
Christians of Europe— (i. c. all the Catholics)— to unite 

V in order to ask of God the conversion of those unhappy 
infidels or heretics. What a happiness, if by our fee- 
ble labors and our vows we shall so merit as to see the 

' savages of this diocese civilized, and all the United 
States embraced in the same unity of the Catholic 

^ church, in which dwells truth and te mporal happi- 
ness."! 

Bishop England, in his late address to 



♦Cluarterly Register, vol. 2, 1830— page 196. 
flbid. 



PLEA FOR THE WEST. 113 

the clergy pf his diocese, on his return 
from Rome, speaking of the prelates of 
the church of Ireland, says: 

*< They are ready, as U.T as our hierarchy shall re- 
quire their co-operation, to give to it their host exer- 
tions in selecting and forwarding, from amongst the 
numerous aspirants to the sacred ministry that are 
found in the island of saints, a sufficient number of ^ 
those properly qualified to supply our deficiencies." 

Such is the language employed by 
Catholics in this country, to stimulate 
the hopes and efforts of Catholics in 
Europe, and especially the royal pa- 
trons of the three powerful missionary 
^ocietied — one at Rome, the other at 
Vienna, and the , third in France — ^but 
the centres, no doubt, of correspond- 
ence throughout Catholic Europe, and 
the reservoirs of her copious charities. 
We have accidentally fallen upon the 
iteihs of fifty thousand dollars in one 
donation, and sixty thousand: in another, 
and twienty thousand, besides the fre- 

10* 
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queiit recognition in their correspond- 
ence of efficacious aid, the amount of 
which is not named. 
Bishop England says: 

<< During my absence I have not been negligent 
of the concerns of this diocese. I have endeavored to 
interest in its behalf several eminent and dignified 
personages whom I had the good fortune to meet ; and 
have continued to impress with a conviction of the 
propriety of continuing their generous aid, the admin- 
istration of those societies from which it has previously 
received valuable succor. In Paris and at Lyons I 
have conversed with those excellent men who manage 
the affairs of the association for propagating the faith. 
This year their grant to this diocese has been larger 
than usual, I have also had opportunities of communis 
cation with some of the Council which administers the . 
Austrian association ; they continue to feel an interest 
in our concerns. The Propaganda in. Rome, though 
greatly embarrassed, owing to the former plunder of its 
funds by rapacious infidels, has this year contributed to 
our extraordinary expenditure ; as has the holy father 

{ . himself, in the kindest manner, from the soanty stock 

^ « which constitutes his private allowance." 

But we need not the list of donations. 
The results that are starting up before 
our eyes, as if by magic, lift the veil, 
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and discover that a portion of the resour^* 
ces which potentates once squandered in 
war are beginning to be appropriated in 
munitions for the moral conflict — the bat- 
tle of institutions — ^and that the field of 
battle is the American republic, and e9« 
pecially the West. 

Four years ago the CathoKc popula* 
tion was estimated at half a million, and 
in the single year of 1832 one hundred 
and fifty thousand were added, and the 
numbers every year since have greatly 
increased, and the Catholics predict still 
greater numbers the current and coming 
years. A great proportion of them are 
poor; . and though in various forms an 
oppressive taxation swallows up all the 
earnings they do not consume or squan- 
der, the revenue fails, it is said, to sup- 
port their clergy. Their multiplied and 
multiplying institutions, cathedrals of 
royal splendor, and colleges, and nun- 
neries, and cheap schools, and free 
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schools rise therefore to attest the sm* 
cerity and energy of political European 
patronage. 

But the numerical power, without aug- 
mentation, would be too small to accom- 
plish the end; and, therefore. Catholic 
Europe is throwing swarm on swarm 
upon our shores^ They come, also, not 
undirected. There is evidently a super- 
vision abroad — and one here — by which 
they come, and set down together, in 
city or country, as a Catholic body, 
and are led or followed quickly by a 
Catholic priesthood, who maintain over 
them in the land of strangers and un- 
known tongues an ascendency as ab- 
solute as they are able to exert in Ger- 
many itself. 

Their embodied and insulated condi- 
tion, as strangers of another tongue, and 
their unacquaintance with protestants, and 
fNrejudices against them, and . their fear 
and implicit obedience of their priest-^ 
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hood, and . aversion to inatruction from 
book, or tract, or Bible, but with their 
consent, tends * powerfully to prevent 
assimilation and perpetuate the princi* 
pies of a powerful cast Hence, While 
protestant children, with unceasing assid- 
uity, are gathered into Catholic schools, 
their own children, with a vigilance that 
never sleeps, and is upon them both 
when they go out and come in, and is 
conversant with all their ways, are kept 
extensively from Sabbath schools, from 
our republican common schools, and 
from worship in protestant families, and 
from all such alliance of affection a& 
might supplant the control of the priest- 
hood over them ; so that, as the bishop 
of Cincinnati said, to a protestant, "We 
multiply by securing all our Catholic chil- 
dren, so that every family in process of 
time becomes six^" 

If they associated with republicans, the 
power of caste would weaf away. If 
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thej mingled in our schools, the fepnbU** 
can atmosphere would impregnate their 
minds. If they scattered, unassociated, 
the attrition of circumstances would wear 
off their predelictions and aversions. If 
they could read the Bible, and might and 
did, their darkened intellect would bright- 
en, and their bowed down miiid would 
rise. If they dared to think for them^ 
selves, the contrast of protestant inde- 
pendence with their thraldom, would 
awaken the desire of equal privileges, and 
put an end to an arbitrary clerical domi^ 

i^nion over trembling superstitious minds. 
If the pope and potentates of Europe 
held no dominion over ecclei^astics here, 
we might trust to time and circumstan^ 
ces to mitigate their ascendency and pro- 
duce assimilation. But for comK^ienoe 

^ »ke and patronage, they are dependent 
on the powers that be across the deep, 
by whom tbey are sustained and nur- 
tured ; and receive and organize all wl^o 
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-comev and retain all who are bom ; while 
by argument, and a Catholic education, 
they b^uile the children of credulow 
unBUspecting protestants into their own 
communion* 

No design! How does it happen that 
their duty, and the analogy of their past 
policy, and their profession in Europe, 
and their predictions and exultation in 
this country, and their deeds, all well 
adapted to their end, should come to- 
gether accidentally with such admirable 
indications of design? If such compU- 
cated indications of design may exist 
without design, as well may the broader 
mechanism of the wQrld be regarded as "/^ 
the offspring of chance. 

Had the Catholic power of the holy 
alliance declared their purpose in due 
time to subdue us by force, and sent oat 
fleets, with munitions and men and offi- 
cers, in bright array — ^to move through 
the land, seizing passes, fortifying emi- 
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nences, and every where rearing bar- 
racks, arsenals and forts, and military 
schools for the gratuitous instruction of 
our sons, the evidence of a designed 
assault would not surpass the prepara- 
tions for our subjection by a conflict of 
institutions. 

They do design the subversion of our 
institutions ; so far as a Catholic ascen** 
dency of literary institutions and eccle- 
siastical and political influence would be 
their subversion ; and according to their 
views they ought to, for their time and 
ours is short. If our light continues, their 
darkness passes away; and if our pros- 
perity continues, their overtumings can- 
not be stopped till revolution has traveled 
round the globe, and the earth is free.. 

It is said again, ^Hhe conspiracy, if real^ 
to overthrow our republic by immigration 
and a foreign religion, is impotent and 
chimerical — a thing which cannot be 
done.'* 
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. . Indeed! Is oar .re|>ublic« »then, sq iqjbip 
tare, and solid, and stroiig^ as to bid d^fi^ 
funcer to peril? Our wisest men havid 
regarded ite preservation, when formed 
of native. citizens, only as an experiment, 
?*-4irged on by high hop^s, indeed, and 
strenuous efforts, bat amid stupendous 
difficulties, and not yet consummated. 
And though hitherto our ship has weadi- 
ered every storm, has it been accom- 
plished with such ease and safety as to 

4 

justify the proi^d contempt of greater 
dangers? , ^1^ 

Nothing is more easy than the perver- ftf <;r^ 
sion of associated mind ; or difficult, than 
its recovery to sanity and a healdifiil 
self-government. To let out the storm, 
and roll up the angry wave, is easy; but 
to still the tumult of the people lies oflen 
only within the reach of that power 
which holds the winds, and stilleth the 
tumult of the sea. We have surmounted 
P^t difficulties also by means of a com- 
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Hft* tmwihg afl* iw0latieEiay3t stt^^ 
ttrtd' white A©» #6^ was^ iMrrigatfe*r*y 
lhOB« i«s*i^ aided in hei^ c^tisftmetion and 
fonnofcing; 9m anoti^ gencaratiom jhas 
msm; and gvwit diffie«Mt^ ape ye^ i» 
fcd* enewifitered, demanding equal ti*- 
d6», unity, and fifmnesB^ and^ dteeision^ 
and ren<^^ng- the^ aceumalatiow of a 
powerfiil' adverse inSuenc^e ju^y 9\wm^ 
mg, And of all others, a religious ihftih 
ence, in the hands of ecclesiastiies^ and 
perverted to purposes of secular inti^igue 
and political inter rneddlh^, is most to be 
feared. While refigion, pure antf undte- 
fttod, is as indfepensaWe to tfte perfectton 
<rf^ society and' tfte propitious; resuks of 
goi^nmen«, as the sun is^ to fight^ and 
wdUiP^ and^ vegetatfoii, and Kfe, it becomes 
meh^ ottly l^ being kept in its^ own de^ 
pmmnf^ut^ to send^ out through all Tdk^ 
tfMjB^iik mild^ purifying, ta-anquilissing, but 
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^tUttfee m llh^ wm^ ibwds 4^;;$|ow^r j^f 
fcith itofU9. . iSmlesid of <^9le»Q^qg4^ey 
di0tdd be Vigilantly and ^ioadaudy 
Ic^t apart. 

W(Ub «uiG€ir/e ^^probatjlon aaad thaoks* 

-^tig 'm 'God, I Ir^^M ^^ afftioie «f 

jow constitution prohflMfihg i?#e^fer tti: 

raUiance of a^y church with the state. 

And 4iio<igh I regard as needJeSB and 

ittnjust, "fflie ^oiistitutitfhffl ^xclusitita cf live 

clergy in some states irom etigibibty to 

:ioffiee^ .«6 i^ the pedfde jwere incoi^iii^- 

^^fent'tb W*ustt5dintlte'Sde^^ tkenr 

own servants ; yet AiA t believe that ^(Sly 

m&ee WQORii^etQnt, and that they wsmd 

itot a^ % ^eral ^ct ^^mifine ibe ^eiergy 

to dieir own vocafiqn, 1 ktAiffd ttrtfeh 

ifM^fer that ihe exidusion iiad been ujqI- 

d^rgVtniin aclSve ih the tciSHbid!nt)f tM^ 
politics, or absorbed in the secular Cf^^ 
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i6f iegistA6<m, yniiKMX 'fb«Utig' and pw- 

deititf^ thidt bthi^i-s felt, that tbie< iinaa was 

out of his pliace, and religion didgraeedi* 

fhie jpai«e<^d the sword inclodes too 
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*No doubt such avowals will surprise many, who 
have been led to suppose that the writer, and the Con- 
gregational and Presbyterian denominations with which 
the has been associated, are in the van of ambitious de- 
sire, and sinister intrigue, and unholy {dotting to com* 
pass a union of church and state in their own behalf. 
I have only to say, that the sentiments on this subfect 
«vowed in this discourse, are the sentiments of my 
whole life, and the regulators of my conduct ; and 
have been repeatedly, in various forms, published 
within the last ten years ; and are in accordance 
with the views of the great body of the Congregational 
and Presbyterian ministers whom 1 now know, and 
have ever known. Should any, however, be still 
troubled in mind at the apprehension of our machina- 
tions, they may well be tranquilized if they will search 
the records of legislation and political office in this 
nation, and in all the states, and witness how harmless 
and impotent our intrigues must have been to secure 
either legislative power or official trust ; and how large 
a portion of popular and governmental fiivor has ^lep^ 
;happily for us, as I think, upon clerical men without 
the sphere of the Congregational and Presbyterian de« 
iiomiiiatioiui« 
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bftii^f Biit how A8 the p^rU augiii^nMd 
Wb^ hdth tba»^f with the. saoctipw .^f 

4x^^ iu JsAmml. hao^ Bid dir'eclMl 
t6 iH>Utic0j[ piupo6€#rin the goveiwnent 
j^ fifttiona* B«K^h a prieillfaood, f» H 
body, '^ftAOot be apiritiibl^ or ptfre^ iw 
Mfey but ninmyd Jbtas boen, atad ajwc^ 
1^1 he^ a tornlpt nxid intrigitiiig ptmi- 

the ck>i»^cieiioea of imii» to ihe eontrol 4if 
ih&ir pfti}is!i^ and oivil ectbii in msf^^pdr 
mim with its ixwn will mmI th6 piirpQf8<)0 
4^ ,« dieipotio govhmmtet 

The imioty of fiv^ hwMred feSotB 
jCiltMto the baleflil infliistice wfaictt tiife 
4^ the feebiest pditHsedi powint of Ewo]^ 
heis ftM^n aide ^ exerit tipon Ae gomn*- 
ments around him, by Im spiritiid damia^ 
ipn ov^ tto tic^jnteioDCoaotf dieir mfaj&ts. 
Therd ;ae¥#ir wash tl tine wImM ifab fMfM» 
i^oiM.b]^^ pclw€^ 6f aiwr fohftbfclUi 
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|Nrifcy of mimHinding nations; and yoi 
tm ftgM, by the terrors of his siwitual 
pow^r ov^ the consciences of their dark* 
minded subjects, he bound kings in 
^'^^'^^ chains and princes in fetters of iron, — 
because, if they disobeyed his will, hie 
could by his power over the conscien- 
ces of dieir subjects, in a moment blast 
' diem widi a curse and interdict, which 
would cause them to be shunned like 
leprous men, or sent out like Nebuchad-' 
nezzar to graze among oxen. It is the 
spiritual power of the pope orer the civil 
destiny of nations, through the medium 
of his priesthood and the consciences 
of men, which has in all periods ren- 
dered the election of the pope a subject 
of such high interest aqfl earnest com- 
petition and intrigue by the diflferont 
nations of Europe. 

By the reformation, half Europe was 
disenthralled from the action of this 
dreadful powder. And the extension dT 
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commerce and di^ w% tfa^ illumiM- 
tion (^ science, the power of 8cep* 
lidsni, and the advance of liberal opi- 
nions and of revolution and reforifi, have 
done much in Germany, Switzerknd^ 
France, Spain, and Portugal, to annihi- 
late this power of religion, perverted to 
secular ends. But in Austria, and Bo-<' 
hernia, and Ireland, the spell is not bro- 
ken; and the perverted power of bolb 
worlds is conc^itrated to darken and en- 
slave mind, and perpetuate civil and ec- 
clesiastical despotism; while in the na- 
tions named, there are millions upon 
millions, whose physical and civil action 
can be controlled by theinfluence of their 
priesthood, through tber medium of their 
religion, as implicitly, and as accurate^ 
as the soldiers of Frederick could be 
moved to fight his battles. 

But it is notorious, that the Catholic 
immigrants to this .country are gene- 
rally of the class least enlightened, and 



.BMtf impUeil ija «faeiir religp^us sidi^eiPl^ 
t0 ike Idesthoidd, wbo ja^ i^Ue, % tbi^ 
tqpAiib^^ ascreiidiii^ to dirtect idasily ;axid 
j^nlUWjr ibe ^^TGim 0f <b^ ei^il eights 
Mid politi^l ibetibOR. Aad ii mme^^ia$j 
to fibow^ were Him tim iwm und i^teeo, 
* idilt til»ey do iiabterfere in the ^xftt^Kioo of 
'^ * fi^s, m 4he control <>f pjijldreiiw «4;id 
lA tlike article of nmmg^, m m pr0- 
^irtartt mmet^ ever did or M^d d^lfe 
K> nUitein^; and ^t » a^ular . iiiAa- 
eoide is begiivciiiig ta be e;t(^tod wl^ 
the political aetioi» of ^ir A^pimAm^ 
<Mmfidi^. people. 

Ai^d m there do datig^ from » fif>pti- 
i^tion of Deariy a iniliion^ a«p»eiiling. nt 
fya mte of two or diree huQdmd ib»9** 
<WDd a yeajr by toninijgt'afmir; vfbo&^phfn- 
jea) powei^, iMsid ffiisop^ty^ ^M vo^^ am, 
J0IS entirely as ii> Europe, vri^Mri' Afc raswh 
4!i^Jerical inftiMince? (» it, Aen, Strain 
)iMif« o^ Euoepestt poii^tatce, «Mkiiigeamd 
% PIUS ^ tofiitviiMlSr ihnt ^ ahallitet 
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able ^ to Iclo^j , and perplex, ' and slop iheif 
mbvemenfis by ilinisting in such a dia^ 
tmidfig f^rce^^^f^ixing up in fact a> dis- 
tinct nation 'of thdr own subjects, or^i^ 
iiz^d and wielded by th^oi, in the midst of 
us? Is a perrerted religious power to 
feeble and jmiqxious, that : its threatened 
agency in our poHtical movements is to 
be slept over or despised? Religion is i^ 
the most powerful, dreadful cause, when 
perverted, which ever mingled a malig- ¥P^ 
nant influence in the politics of nations? 
But for the alliance of religion with the 
state, and the intrigues and power of the 
priesthood, Europe had been for ages 
comparatively tranquil, instead of beings 
like a volcano, in continued action, or a 
ship in battle, in a constant blaze. 

How dreadful were the wars of the 
reformation in Europe, and the civil 
wars which followed, which could at 
any time have been quenched, but that 
a perverted religious zeal inflamed iheuu 



Kite faKtiteHof 4hp iiaim oi^ 

4ulie ^ait« iiefih «dpi9tfiA^ imt 4ie ffdigian 

«ihrer. .'Far., Ar/im»<«s^Jl)e4te p)i^^ 

trags Bmeng tis m it inet^ Mgod Iw !eajRtb, 
should A perverted ip^iffiom iiiflittnce«o- 
* ^tradnoe ttnxNng its i^ xumse bf natiMk. 
( iY/,'.. 'For haiy M n^gioii is, aU^e b^ t^e8- 
ifnons 'gi^iter ^imH k» perveriad aUmdard, 
und oader the Baodiofti^ ^f ite MUow^d 
-Bmne, and by ^ d^iaugilifeiiated moAvm 
As£ e^amiffy^ let loose the «MkUgiilmt fM- 
<sion'bf the deespelMeiy wicked he^r^. 

And lei mue aak Again, whether ^ 
"Ctethoiie reUgioti^ in ite \imon Wfi& ibe 
staie^ has proved Uaekf w mMsshiiAmB, 
meek, ^aad iiiiaapftring*«--ao leeMei fOid 
easy to be entraoAed, as to jualtfy 9. jinMd 
contiaompt of its avowed fjfHftfO^^ amtays- 
'teniatie m^yi^ne&ts A9 .«eeitre a&v.9iS«tiM- 
naney in this iiaiion? Is it aeeidisiiitaj ^t 
'at attianbe ivlth desf^ti^^^v^romei^, 
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p6pii^iok ^^dl^ globe, tftidk li^f a >d^«th 

ftom Ae^ attdi^abotti^ SKaty-^ighn milliiiai 
40410 in&al^vmfs, and holds now rti 4m\^ 
Mss andf tbondsige^ nearly badf die^ civit^ 
imieli^wldf? 

In^ aH dlis long ciso'eep of evifr k is » 
not th<^ personal cham^tier of indivi^osii 
whidi pensertod the syeOiem and s^nt^ out 
tbe f esirits^ bM the^ system^ vAMx poFvott^ 
ed peFBonatchametw. It was the^ ener^ jl osr (a'4fr 
ck(^ ' an' absolute spiritual dominion m ccin- '-r '^ ^' 
rapt aHftineid ^f9t«h. pdideal' despotkm^^ 
£splisiyittg didr perv^rting^ po^er and 
msiSas^ wO^ thisii? own^ nature; It ii^-thfe '^ 
most skillftit^: pioi«rerf«d, dl^eadfitl sysMii 
crf^40IVllpti(al to tbosd v4h^ wiisUti^raiid ^ 
of' debasemieiit amd irisuiite^ to tlK>se trito 
iKVtt^vnder it, wiiieh/ e^eir spread dwkness 
and; dMobrtioiv ov w th^^eavA. 

AoMl yoN^ ovar laif itS' timck oi^ blo<wkik 
ianis ^vnm^^Am aaclMnor -d£ kigb de^it^ 
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Py^:l^^ tion, great sanctity, and eminent {Hmty 
mc//" and benevolence. It boadts a venera^ 
ble antiquity, and claims a. lineal descent 
from primitive Christianity, and Uazons 
on its roll of fame the names of many 
holy and illustrious men. Some of ite 
doctrines are true, and some of its insti- 
^tions are wise, and the selfnienial and 
good deeds of some of its clergy and 
sisters of charity, in the« visitation of 
the sick and the education of the poor, 
are worthy of imitation. But it is a 
religion exclusive in its claifns and 
awful in its sanctions, and terrific in its 
» power of declaring sins remitted or re- 
f tained. By the confessional it searches 
the heart, learns the thoughts, and mo- 
tives, and habits, and condition of indi- 
viduals and families, and thus acquires 
the means of an unlimited ascendancy 
over mind by the united influence of 
I both worlds. It is majestic and impos- 
ing in its ceremonies, dazzling by its 
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lights and omaments, Testments and gor*« ^ ' ^' 
geous drapery, and fescinating by the v 
power of music and the breathing marUe 
and living canras^and all the diversi^ 
fied contributions of art — strong in the 
patronage of the great, and the power 
of wealth and the versatilities of art, and 
unlimited in its powers of accommoda- 
tion to the various characters, tastes, and 
conditions of men. For the profound, 
it has metaphysics and philosophy — ^the 
fine arts for men of taste, and wealth, and 
fashion — signs and wonders for the su- ' 
per^tious — forbearance for the sceptic — «» 
toleration for the liberal, who eulogize " 
and aid her cause — enthusiasm for the 
ardent — ^lenity for the voluptuous, and "* 
severity for the austere— -fanaticism for * 
the excited, and mysticism for moody ' 
mtising. For the formalist, rites and 
ceremonies — ^for the moral, the merit 
of good works, and for those who are 
destitute, the merits of the saints at 

12 
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^dating piices-^or ilie poor^ p«pi<» 
nance^'-extreiiie unction £>r the dyings 
and masses for the spirilB'Ui.prison^ whoj 
hy donation, or testameiHv or by tbeir 
fiiendfi, provide the requisite ransook 

This is the religion so power&L ip 
the eombined energies of earth and 
heaven-^— so dextrous in their . applica^ 
tion--^*so gigantic in its past energies — 
so enslaidng and terrible ^ in its recorded 
deeds, and yet in its present apf^arance, 
so mild, meek, unassuming, and munf« 
ficent. which is coming in among us^ 
a comparative stranger— the records of 
its history denied, or forgotten, or cov- 
ered by a charity that would belt the 
zones, and span the earth — coming by 
numbers to outnumber us, by votes to 
outvote us^ and by the competitions of 
European munificence to secure an as^ 
cendant influence in the education of the 
young republicans of our nation. 

l%is religion is wielded by a priesi* 
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h0od H€idtiealiB#, "for Mdie modt p^ to 
thi^'dirsj^otic gdtiMmmeiite of Enrdpev of 
reeeiiit «iBtutulfeati<Mn afid retaining ibti 
edeleeitetteal and political partiaclities iii 
flieir country hnd ^rly assodations. 
Were ihey allied to ns by family and 

Wm pt Mood, Klro ^<lic -imdbtrjr lif aD 

other denominations, tbere wonM be 
less to bie fes|,red9 and common infereeiQ 
would pvoduc^ jg^adiially but certeimly 
aoi unrehictant msffimilation. But as it 
i», ^ey stand out from society, a separale, 
inMlated male ^ecclesiastical association, 
with property and interests peculiarfy> 
ifaeir own; with an irresponsible and v 
despotic power over "flie consciences^ 
flSid phyiscal and civil action of nuktih 
bers, quite too great and influential ibr 
the sj^fety of republican institutiotiB,'^ 
where every thing dqp^ds on th^ free 
ttnd enlightened action of public genli^^ 
-ment-i-- . - 

IfiiS'tatiimpttblii^aii tendency of 
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«ttl iofluence. is aiigniented inxMr nation, 
by the fact that the cwtrol c^f sufirage, 
and secular pateonage, and education, 

• and pow^ of conscience, is under the 
predominant influence of the sociefy of 

-> Jesuits; an order of men assodaled^dt 

^ the reforauttion, to wtoj itS pi^Ogress, 

and sustain and extend the cause of the 
pi^>acy — clothed with high, privileges and 

* d^YOtpd by oa{h to implicit . obedience 
to his, holinfiss-^possepsing-the. advan- 
tages of an effieitant .lorganization, . and 

I the., energy of a' demotic will, equal 
«t6ithe control of a commander ^n-chief 
over every oflicer* and private in his 
army, and wielding the power which 
belongs to. talent, learning, wealth, num** 
" bers, and a deep knowledge of human 
nature, and the means of touching dex* 
troiisly every spring of action, and se* 
coring every complexity of movenient 
for religious and political purposesr^ 
traitaedi as courtiers, confessois, teachers, 
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dijpkm&tists, sainfe, qMs, and wotkii^^ t 

men, to influence and control the des^ 

tiny ^ nations, and gui<^ also by* a 

morality which permits llie end to sanoA* f^\aiW\avf[ii 

tify-Ae means. An ^association of mora 

moral and political power than was erar 

concentrated on the eanh-— twice sop^ 

pressed as too formidable for the crowned 

degqpotism of Europe, and an overmatoh 

for ys holiness himself_and twice t^ 

stored as indispensable to the waning 

power of the holy see. And now widi 

die advantages of its past mistakes and 

experience, this order is in full organ^ 

ization, silent, systematized, unwatohed^ V 

and unresisted action among us, to try 

the dexterity of its movements,* and the 

potency of its power upon unsuspecting, 

charitable, credulous republicans. 

That the Jesuits will ever regain their 
foitner ascendancy is not . to be appre^ 
bended; but is no influ^oce of their se^ 
cret organization and intrigue, short Mof "^ 

12* 
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Us ^fimaer tajna&cenefgjr^ ta be feaiidd? 
Was ^Yei a mor^ ample field for m* 
tri^e opened before them iban our coun- 
tiy presents, — or more accessible and iin- 
ifmlched, — or filled with materials more 
powerfiiUy adapted to perplex ifae move- 

, meats ci our goremment, and make con- 
fiision worse confounded? 

Doubtless, the Catholic religion can 
never acquire a permanent ascendancy 
in this nation bj force, and a formal 
union of church and state; but a king* 

* dom or nation divided against itself is 
brought to desolation. And is it impos^ 
sible to embody such an amount of Cath- 
olic influence by copious immigration^ 
and unity of action, and Jesuit intrigue, 
as to divide us? Is the task so impos- 
sible, or difficult, as to throw contempt 
upon the systematized action of an order 

A of men, once the most powerfiil that ever 
conspired against liberty, or held com^ 
petition with despotic powers? 
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Wieite we all, as Americans and re- 
publicans, apprised of the danger, and 
united in mild and efficient measurec^ 
it would still be a ' subject of deep in- 
terest and great difficulty. If none were 
indiscreet and violent, and none sympa* ^ 
thized with the Catholics, as abused and 
persecuted, and none from a greater 
hatred of the protestant than the Catho- 
lic religion and none from secular inte« 
rest, and political favoritism, sympathized 
with them, the floods of unprepared, con- 
fiding mind, rolling in upon us to aug- 
ment the power of a Jesuit priesthood, « 
might well awaken soUcitude and de* 
mand circumspection. 

But who can preclude, in so exciting 
and dehcate an emergency, all but wise 
counsels and discreet action, or prevent 
the affinities of prejudice, and hate, 
and political mnbition fi'om gathering 
nominal protestants about the Catholic 
standard; and who can abide the day, 
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diould the poIiticB of (his nation Jbeqome 
perplexed and infturiated with the yiro- 
Imce of a religious controversy. 

It is true that. Catholicity in Europe 
is Ml the retreat before the march of 
liberal (^mions and institutions; but, it 
is no less true thai it is still, in numbers, 
wealth, and political dominion over mind, 
a tmrible power, and precisely sqch an 
enemy as has often given a despera^ 
battle; and inspiration teaches that th^ 
( J dying struggles of this system will be 
among the most gigantic and terrible, 
and such are ^e existing prognostics c^ 
its destiny. 

If the Catholic religion were simply 
an insulated system of religious error, 
it mi^ ' be expected to fade away with- 
out a struggle before the augm^titing» 
overpowering light of truth; but it has 
always been, and still is, a political Tiekr 
\; ^ gion,^-*^ religion of state; and th<Higb 
its ambitious encroachm^ote recoaoiM 
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the potentates of Europe to its waiung 
power, the experience of- the last thirty 
y«ars h^s taught them, that they have 
OTeracted in the humiliation of his heti- 
nesa and the churchy that her downM 
opens the _jdQDr-.io- iseKobitictti and the 
uiHrch of liberty, diat tke Catholic 
chui:ch is as indispensable to the. throne, 
as the throne is to the church, and that 
without her influence over mind, they 
cannot meet and stem the spirit of the « 
age; and now they: are beginning, with 
new decision, to rally again around the 
church, and to give to her their secular 
aid, while she repays them by the energy ' 
of her 'spiritual don][inio«t over mind. ^ 

Hence it is, that utider the auspices 
of the Greek church, the emperor of 
Russia declares, ^^ as long as I live, I 
will oppose a will of iron to the pro- 
gress of liberal opinions,'' and has pre- 
scribed to the ill-fated Poles a catechism 
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ki ^ual quantities of despotistoi and blas- 
phemy. 

The empire of Austria is also hi^r- 
meticaHy sealed against the admission 
of light 

A late inftelligesit Aikifi»ii!An tesLYcdor in 
Austria, sajrs^ 

*' And what are the people of Austrial They are 
fllaTes, slaves in body and mind, whipped and disci* 
pUaed by priests to have no opinion of their owxi,'«iid 

• taught to consider their emperor their God. They are 
the jest and by*word of the northern Germans, who 
never speak of Aastrians but with a sneer, and '*aa 

o skves upworthy the name of -Oevmans ; as slaves both 
mentally and physically."* 

In accordance with ikis Austrian pdl<^ 
icy of keepkig oHit the light and main* 
taiiijfig the engqptire of darknoss, hjs pre- 
sent holiness, ^pe Gregory XVI, kAient- 
jng, in 1833^ the disorders aind infidcdlity 
4^ the times, says: 

' ^^From this polluted fbuiyliain of « IndiffereBc'e,^ 

* Dwjght. 



i^ 
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iowstteti^abfl^iviA^d esEonoo^s dpQ^tin^i^T x^^^^xpfr 
ing, in favor and defence of * liberty of consciencej^ ioj 
which tnost pestilential error, the course is opened for 
that entire and wild liberty of opinion, wMch i* e^Miy 
where attan^ptingf the dv^nhrow of naligioup a»4 ^iyU 
institutions ; and which the unblushinff impudence 
of some h^s held forth as an advantage to religion. 
Hence ihoA pest, of all others most to be dreaded in a 
9kUtf unhridUd- liberif of opbdoTiy liccBtiouanofg 9f 
speech|.and a lust of novelty, which, according to the 
experience of all ages, portend the downfall of the 
most powerful and flourishing empires.'* 

<< Ifitfaer tender that worst and never sufliciently to be 
execrated and detested iobertt of the pbess, for the 
diffusion of all manner of writings, which some so 
loudly contend for, and so actively promote." 

He complains, too, of the dissemina^ 
tion of unlicensed books. 

<<No means must be here omitted," says demeni 
XIIL, our predecessor of happy memory, in the Ency- 
clical Letter on the proscription of bad books — ^'no 
case calb for all our exertions, to exterminate the feUal 
j9eir which spreads through so many worlds; nor cm 
the materials of error be otherwise destroyed than by 
the Jlamesy which consume the depraved elements of 
the means must be here emitted^ as the extremity of 
the evil.** 
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And to aid him in the pious waik ^ 
burning liberal books and crushing the 
effi>rts of patriots to break their chains 
and secure liberty, Austrian bayonets are 
placed at his disposal. 

It is doubtless in the exertion of this 
plan of resuscitating the CathoUc reli- 
gion on account of its political subser- 
viency to the thrones of Europe, that 
St Domingo is coming into remem- 
brance, and that efforts are making to 
establish in that island the spiritual do- 
minion of a CathoUc priesthood; and 
that in all the South American conti- 
nent the cause of Uberty is on the wane, 
before the united influence of military 
chieftains and the Catholic priesthood. 

All the signs of the times indicate the 
coming on of that next European con- 
flict of which prophetic Canning spoke, 
as long and dreadful, a war of opinion — 
a war of Uberty against despotism, and 
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idiich is to tenninate in the emancipa«> 
tion or hopdess bondage of the world. 

In this view of the subject, the Catho* 
licitj of this nation^ and its rapid in* 
crease, cannot be safely regarded as a 
mere insulated religion, but rather as one 
department of a comprehensive effort to 
maintain despotic government against the 
march of free institutions, by an invigo- 
rated union of ecclesiastical and political 
power ; and though the CathoUcs anaong 
us may, as a body, be unapprized of this 
policy, and ought not to be reviled, or de- 
nounced, or falsely accused, or assailed 
by rumor, and invidious epithets, neither 
are they to be unwatched, or entrusted * 
with the education of the nation, or the 
balance of her suffittge. 

No opinion is more unfounded or 
pemidous dmn the one so often ex- 
pressed, that the Catholic church stands 
on the same foundation, in respect to 
its republican tendencies, with all the 

13 
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olhiBPOTiigiowii denow int io n B itt onriiaiMk' 
Them is liodemtmmiMm bol i|iot6(itho«>* 
tic iffatch< • adoKmiedges ! impboit • nbgtc- 
tion to the ^riimd domimon of a foragni 
ptiftae mmbmn tkui: chiut;b>Biul state are 
iliiiled^ a«dr whose political reiatioBs^ntod*^ 
ifyj by the intrigiieB' of the Europcwi 
powers, ' iiis : eodesiasticai^ 'deoi8ioD&«-H& 
prince : dependent >on die^protectioiv aad 
mider the control of one of > 4he moet 
dkNSpoiic gof^emm^itB of = Europe* There 
is no obufch bift the Catholic in our laiul 
vAAoh claims infallibility, and the, rigbt 
of a universal spiritual jurisdiction^ and 
makes heresy a capital oience, puntsh^ 
able with poUliea} disifrancfaisemmt and 
with torturo and dealih-^HQOiie whose 
clergy are chiefly fereigners4 dependent 
for iffveslilare, and* (honor, and support,** 
on a foraign jurisdicdon, anA whose most 



*The bishop of Kentucky, writing to Europe^ sayi : 
<< Generally, we ou^t to consider all tiie bishoprice ef 
Amerioa as jtea d^Mum ttf ail immmm^ mimh «ap 
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active eoffospondenoe^ ^wi «trQoge$t 
sympalfaies, ^mA mwt jpaw^ul molifQB 
cjf aeiaon, lie abroad and icluster aboat 
dironea, and dominions, and principali- 
th^s, and powers, advense to out institu- 
tions — none which claims and exercises 
the right of inhibitinf the reading of the 
Bible but with exfMress. permission of a 
priest^ and denounces the right of private 
interpretation, and Jnculcat^, wholly, the 
obligation of believing implicitly as popes 
and councils have believed. There is 
in this country^ beside, .the Catholic, no 
denomination, any principles of whose 
region are anti^iiepuMican) or whose 
influential officers < denounce (republican 
institutions^ <feee inquiry,i'and the liberty 1 
of 'the press, as they have been de- / 
nounced by the reigning pope, and, are / 
opposed by ^^ Catholic f>poteQtat^ of 



V 



never be solidly established, unless, for half a centurj, 
they are aided by rich and pious souls in Europe. ''-^ 



^ 
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Europe— none whkh makes the confi- 
. dential confession of * sin to a priest in- 
dispensable to forgiveness, or daims the 

* right of selling indulgences for sins 
past, or to come — of selling prayers for 

* the deliverance of souls from purgatory 
— ^none whose interests are in the hands 

"" of a secret associaticm of men, bound 
by oath to obey, implicitly, his holiness 
in the propagation of the Catholic reli- 
gion — ^the most powerful secret organ- 
ization that ever existed, and now sus- 
tained by the royal munificence of Eu- 
ropean Catholics, and occupied in rear- 
ing powerfiil institutions for the educa- 
tion of our sons and daughters. There 

^s in this country no religion but the 
Catholic which claims the right of in- 
terfering with the political affairs of na- 
tions by the interposition of ecclesias- 
tical authority, releasing subjects fi*om 
their oaths of allegiance^ and putting 
down and setting up the powers that be, 
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or who have inaniftsled a desirei hmt ooin* 
Bienced the atteiiipt, by the ezclusjon of 
hqr trustees, to.aecure all church pro- 
perty in ecclesiastical hands. 

Among the deliberations of the late 
Gathohc ccmrention, at Baltimore, they 
6iy, in their European correspondence, 
that one subject of comdderation was, 

** What is necessary to be done in regard to trndtees, 
and the oieaiis of repressing their pretensions? It is 
known what disputes and scandals have arisen on this 
subject, and, it may be said, it is one of the greatest 
scourges of the church in the United States ; and one 
of the priests, writing to a mutual friend in Europe, 
•ays : * The bishop^ has the happiness of governing. h^ 
churches without church wardens. By this method 
you see we are at peace, although without help. 
Were we to establish them, they might be very useM 
to Its ; .but we should fear, scblims and disseosioDs; of 
all evils the greatest despotism exercised against the 
pastors, and division and disorder in many x)ther 
churches, assure us M\^ of this. Better- then is pov- 
eitir and dependeacci on tho chtfitj (of . th^ fti^nl^ 
,th^ tyranny.' "* 

'The desire.seemshere td/be a¥Qiy«ed 

'"Quarterly Register, vol 3 — ^pp. 91 and 96. 

13* 
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of securing the entire property of the 
Catholic church in the United States, 
by some means, in the hands of the 
clergy, regarding the inspection and in- 
fluence of lay trustees, even (hough 
Catholics, as tending to schisms, despot- 
ism against the pastors, and constitut- 
ing one of the greatest scourges of the 
church. 

But it is said the Catholic religion is 
not what it used to be, the claims and 
dogmas, and bigotry, and persecuting 
maxims, and superstitions of the Catho- 
lic church have passed away. She has 
felt the spirit of the age, and yielded 
to its demands, and henceforth, and es^ 
pecially in this country, we have to anti- 
cipate only a revised and corrected edi- 
tion of the Catholic church. 

As republicans and christians, we cer^ 
tainly hail the day when the Catholic 
church shall be reformed, and we are 
not reluctant to believe, on proper evi- 
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dence, that the . Catholics of this country 
perceive and renounce the past unscrip- 
tural and anti-repubUcan claims, maxims, 
and deeds of the church of Rome. We 
only desire that their professions and dis- 
claimers should not be received in evi- 
dence that the Roman church is re- 
formed, till the same authority which 
enacted her erroneous maxims and au- 
thorized the unchristian conduct, has 
conceded her fallibility and repealed 
the criminal decisions of her popes 
and councils, and professed repentance ^ 
for her evil deeds, and made procla- 
mation that she admits her members to « 
the rights of conscience, and free in- . 
quiry, and civil Uberty; but so long as 
the infidlibilty of the church is claimed, 
and all her maxims remain unrepealed, 
and are rigidly enforced wherever the 
march of liberal opinions has not com- 
pelled a relaxation. Such disclaimeprs 
can be regarded only as evidence of 
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what necessity extorts woA expediency 
dictates, and the accommodating policy 
of the church has always permitted to 
her loyal sons* 

'Who is it then that makes the procla- 
mation, that the Catholic church has 
discovered her mistakes in past ages 
and is reformed? Has the pope an- 
nounced it? Has a general council de^ 
creed it? Has the Catholic convention 
at Baltimore placed it upon their re- 
cords? Has a single jCatholic bishop 
or priest admitted or claimed (bat the 
Catholic church has been^ by ike pro- 
per authorities^ revised and corrected 
m any material point of doctrine^ dis- 
oipline^ or practice. Not oner-*-and no 
Catholic will say it who has )any char- 
.acter (to Jose, or irowns to fear fromsape- 
tiior power. 

iThe church icaanot be rrdfome4» as.a 
<diurch)«nly by the pope, abd a gea^e^d 
>counQiL ' .The. ; qne&tioh i of i » jmrisiw and 
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change is therefore simply a matter of his- 
torical fact. When, where, and in what 
respects, has the pope and a general coun- 
cil changed the claims, maxims, doctrines, 
or estaMished usages of the church? 
When and where has it been decreed ^ 
that liberty of conscience, and civil li- 
berty, are the birth-right of man — ^that. 
reading the Bible is the right of man and 
not a privilege to be conferred — that pri- 
vate interpretation is the duty of man in- ^ 
stead of implicit confidence in the expo- 
sition of others — ^that persecution for con- 
science sake is tyranny, and the deeds of 
the inquisition an abomination in the 
sight of God* What one of her maxims,. ^ 
avowed centuries ago, has sh6 expunged 
and does not rather enforce to the pres- 
ent hour at Rome and Vienna? What 
are the powerful principles of collision 
which now agitate Europe and South 
America but those of civil liberty and 
despotic power? And on which side, 
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wben uncoerced, is his holiness, and 
his cardinals, and bishops, and priest- 
hood? Every where in Portugal, in 
Spain, in France, and in Italy, and 
South America, on the side of monarchi- 
cal, and in opposition to liberal institu- 
tions. 

But we have documentary evidence 
which settles the questions. The fol- 
lowing is from a treatise by M. Aignan, 
of the French Academy, the second edi- 
ticm of which was published at Paris in 
1818. 

" Passinar to the 10th article of the Concordaty in 
which it is said that His Most Christian Majesty shall 
«mplo7» in concert mth the Holy Father, all the Jneans 
in. his power to cause to cease, aa soon, as possihle, all 
the disorders and obstacles which obstruct the welfare 
of religion, and the execution of the laws of the church 
— -were [the protestants} to ask, althongh the profose 
<riuBdding of their blood might have informed them, 
'what are the laws of the churchl* the acts of Pius 
Til. himself, and the writings on which the church 
rests her authority would answer, thb EXTBRmi^ATieN 

•V HEBKTIC8, TBS COVFISOAnOV iVr ,TB19n ttOOPB, AlID 
THKIR PRIVATION OF ETERT CIVIL PRIVILEGE." To 
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tbii tlM «ttCfaor flatfoia» ta m itote : ^KyertaiB portkuM of 
veal . estate^ wMoh haid beloBged %to ^ccleataBtica, had 
passed into the baode ef protestant prinoee.^ Piae VII. 
in 1605) complained of it to his nuncio restdingf at Vi*' 
enna ; and remiaded him that, according* to the laws of 
the chufeb, not only coidd not heretics possess eeclesh> 
asttcal property but ihst also they could not possess any o 
property whatever, tince the crime of htrewy ougjfd to 
be punished by the conJUcation of goods. He added, 
that the subjects of a prince who is a' heretic should be 
released from every duty to him, freed from all obliga- 
tion and all homage* * In truth,' said he, * we have 
fallen on times so calamitous, and so humiliating to the ^ 
spouse of Jesus Christ, that it is not possible for her to 
practise^ nor expedient to recal so holy maxims ; and 
she is forced to interrupt the course of her just severi' 
ties against the enemies of the faith* But if she cannot 
'exercise her right to depose the partisans of heresy 
from their principalities, and delare that they have for« 
feited all their goods ; can she ever permit that, to en- , 
rich themselves, they should 4espoil her of her own 
proper dominions? What a subject of derision would 
she not present to these very heretics and unbelieversy 
who, while they insulted her grief, would say they had 
discovered the method of rendering her tolerantV 

<< The same pontiff, in his instructions to his agents 
in Poland, given in 1808, professes this doctrine, that 
the laws of the church do not recognize any civil primr ^ 
kg€» at belonging to petsmm not Oatibolie/ i&«< ikeir 
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marriagei are n^l vaHd ; that thep can Ute <nUy in coti- 
iMbina^ge ; that their childreUy being bastards, are tnca- 
pacitaied to inherit ; that the Catholics themselves are 
not validly married, except they are united according 
to the rules prescribed by the court of Rome ; and that, 
when they are married according to these rules, their 
marriage is valid, had they, in other respects, infringed 
all the laws of their country,"* 

The present pontiff declares that 

" From this polluted fountain of " Indifference," 
flows that absurd and erroneous doctrine, or rather rav- 
ing, in favor and defence of 'liberty of conscience;' from 
which most pestilential error, the course is opened for 
that entire and wild liberty of opinion, which is every 
where attempting the overthrow of religious and civil 
institutions ; and which the unblushing impudence 
of some has held forth as an advantage to religion. 
Hence thdt pest, of all others most to be dreaded in a 
state, unbridled liberty of opinion, licentiousness of 
speech, and a lust of novelty, which, according to the 
experience of all ages, portend the downfall of the 
most powerful and flourishing empires." 

^ Hither tends that worst and never sufficiently to be 
execrated and detested libebtt of the press, for the 
diffusion of all manner of writings, which some so 
loudly contend for, and so actively promote." 



* Quarterly Register, vol. d-*p. 69. 
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JT///., oar predecessor of Mj^f f^eipor^, in the SfKF^ 
c^ioal Letter on the proscription ik bad books— >*< no 
meant must he here amitiedy as tbe extremity of the 
eitse ealb iR>r all our exertions, to exUrminaie ike faltd 
pmt ^which upveads fWrough so . many works i nor easy 
the materials of error be oihervtUe destroyed than by 
the Jlametf which consume the depraved elements of 
the evU." 

To the qaei^ioii, >*What is to be 
done?^' I would say a few things to 
obviate misapprehension, and iiulicate 
what would seem to be the. plain prac* 
tical course. 

In the first place, while the language \ 
of indiscriminate discourtesy towards im* \ 
migrants, calculated to wound their feel* 
ings, and cast odium cm respectable and 
indqstarious foreigners, is carefiiUy to be 
qv<>ided^ an immediate and ^lergetic 
sttpenrision of our government is de-* 
manded to check the influx of immi'* 
grant {Mtiqiers, thrown upon our ahones 

14 
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i„g our morak, 4«ftrfrti|aiftr««»r ta(«. 
tkm, and endaDgering die peace of our 
cities, and of our tiafibiY. \ - '-■ '■^- 

It is equally plain, bIso, that while 
we admit the population of Europe to 
a participation in the blessings of our 
institutions and ample territory, it is both 
our right and duty so to regulat(8. the 
influx and the conditiotis of naturalisa- 
tion that the 'increase ; shall not outrun, 
the possibility of intellectual and monl 
culture, and ihe unregulated action, of 
the European population bring down de- 
struction on ourselves and them, In 
what manner the means of self-prefer- 
yation shaE be applied, it does not be- 
long to my province to say. Doubtless 
a perfect remedy- may be difficult, per- 
haps impossible ; but . should we ther^ 
foBe look upon the appalling sc0ne in 
pofe amazemetiti and tremblii^ itnpor 
teney? v|t cwquld) be the / cpiw^mmih. 






xdvJm»>^ rN^mgi i9 iffipirmUcqble for 
Hm fir^^r^atiom of, q^ liberty and 
wmonal ' prosperty wh\(^ o$^ght to be 
d0fUi^ €md ^thing /cafi ruin us but 
pr^sumptMous negUgence or fainlness 
j^\ heart; . But we mi^st act, and ^^t 
quipkly, and. with decision, or the stream 
will be too deep.aud mighty to be regula- 
ted, and will undermine fotmdations and 
sweep awfiy laodtaark^^, and roll the tide 
qf desolaticm over usi. Nor can the pat- 
riotic solicitude of the people, . and the 
states, and the nation, be brought to bear 
4Hi this subject, jimm^diat^, to the. extent 
of WT p<!)litical wisdom aiwl practical en- 
ei'gyt^d not oHtiigate the, evil, and avert 
the danger. Bi^tour past titter neglect on 
4ijiji sulQ^qt, js(^ woi^ej^l as the care^ 
^ilnj^ls of tl^^jnat^Ds ^ 4jb^ coi^tiqient. 
JNh»fijllA in0ividi}aI[fcpm.rfhiis qqui^try eaja 
ftwre^ ,E^op|?. wW^ioji^ ,|lj|e Jf}ppfct«^ 
«f .Ititowt «?> spioiM ao4>.f9)ice[ agii^ 



whd<*mifce his p^^BOKfl^ chAMieterv wtA 
bttdinesgr, as well kno'im u^ the gw^rti^ 
m^nt Ks they are known to hittise^ md 
no small portion of this vigilancef' is fi^ 
the purpose of precludihg the possibiKty 
of any political repuUican action, ad^ » 
verse to their institutions. While we, 
around the entire circumference of our 
nalicm, leave wide opened the door i^ 
entrance, and all the vital energies oi 
oar institutions, accessible to any influ» 
ence which the anti-republican gorem-^ 
ments of Europe may choose to thrust 
in upon us. Do these gov^Pnmenis 
itidulge a vain fear in thus ^iviron^ 
ittg the political influence of Ameri'^ 
cans, though cmly temporary residents, 
and even wayfarklg m^n? And have 
we nothmg 'io aj^fehcmd while fiU'- 
fopiten pa«ipeifs ilood us^ and Euitii- 
peam ot^isttpy tbd^sbilj pmt' instltiitk»i6, 

fttOkViip itt|icb)^f t^ « oMtnpetiiiciii W 
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mtKihem? I» mat, gotfimmm^ so oom- 
pmt and iroa-«inew:ed as .to bid dcfi^ 
anoe, safdy, to evwy possible disturbing 
influence from abroad, which can be 
made to bear upon it? Ought there 
not to . be a governmental supervision 
of the subject of immigration, which 
shall place before the nation, annually, 
the number and general character of 
immigrants, that the whole subject may 
experience the animadversion of an en- 
lightened public sentiment, and the voice 
of the people aid in the application of 
the remedy? 

We entered upon the experiment of 
self-government, when a homogenous 
people, with diffidence, and multiplied 
checks, and balances in our constitution^ 
and have watched and encountered, with 
decision and care, the dangers developed 
in the progress of its administration ; but 
why should there be such vigilance to 
guard our instituaons from dom^tic pe^ 
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illi^ and sucb reddess impityvidenee »«&* 
pMing Ihem, unwatched, * t<^ the moirt 
poweifcl adverse inAueiiee wkich can 
be brou^t to bear upon ifaem from 
alM^oad? 

In reelect to die Catholic religion^ 
and its political bearings, there is an 
obvious and safe course. It is the me* 
dium between denuncialitHi and impli- 
cit ciH^dence, be^een persecution and 
indiscriminate charity. It includes a 
tfiorough knewlei^e of the principles, 
history, and present conduct of the pa- 
pal church, where its power is unob- 
structed. To this end, a book is emi- 
nently needed, containing the authentic 
documents of the Catholic church, ac- 
cessible to ministers and intellig^it lay- 
men g( all denominations. These now 
are scattered through massy folios, or 
quoted in versatile discussions, atid can- 
net be readily iq>pealed to, or consulted* 
A bode of well authentieated documentSy 
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wSlhaut note or eammetd^ would neaiiy 
gapf^^sede ihe neeessHj of eontroversy, 
and afimd ample' material for public sen* 
timeiit io a(^ upon, which^ while it would 
not encroach on the rights of Catholics, 
would, by no means, confide to their 
care the education of large and influeii* 
tial portions of our republic* A book 
of this description would not be invidi* 
ous. If the Catholic system does not 
c^mtain principles and usages adverse to 
free institutions, it would clear it of 
u^oerited odium; and if it does con* 
tain such principles it is the right and 
duty of the nation to know it There 
is nothing in Catholic, more dian in 
protestant human nature, to demand im* 
plicit confidence, or preclude investiga^ 
tion and vigilance. No denomination 
of Christians, and no class <^ politi* 
eiatis, are so good as to justify implicit 
confidence, or supersede the necessitgr 
of bemg watehed. tUspon^AiUtg t$ i 
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mn ehligktened pubUc sefdiment is Urn 
only eff^eetual guarmUee of unpenerteA 
liberty and political prosperity. 

But to a correct and universal obeer^ 
ration must be added efficient universal 
action^ to rear iq), immediately, those in- 
stitutions^ literary and religious, which 
are indispensable to the intellectual and 
moral culture of the nation. Our own 
population is fast outrunning the influence 
of christian and literary institutions ; and 
if to us repubhcans it seems evil to sup* 
ply them — ^if it grieves us to encounter 
the expense of maintaining th^ discipline 
which is necessary to the perpetuity of 
government in our way, we have no 
cause to complain .that the powers of 
Europe should extend to us a gratuitous 
education, which shall enable them to 
avert the annoyance c^ our example, 
and govern us their way. If we do not^ 
provide the schools which are requisite 
for the cheap and effbctuai educiition of 
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Che ektidreh of the nation, it is perfetsdy 
cwtaiti that tfa« CathoUc powers of Eu-« 
rope intend to make up our deficiency, 
and there id no reason to doubt that they 
will do ^t, until by immigration and Cath- 
<Aie education we become to such an ex- 
tent a CathoUc nation, that, with their pe- 
culiar power of acting as one body, they 
will become the predominant power of 
the nation, or if not predominant, suffi- 
cient to embarass our republican move- 
ments, by the easy access and powerful 
action of foreign influence and intrigue. 
We have no right to complain that the 
Catholics of this country, aided fi'om Eu- 
rope, should seek to accomplish a work 
whidi We neglect, — and we do not c^nk^ 
I>)ain either of his holiness of Rome or 
of his majesty of Austria, or his wily 
mMdter Metfemich. They pursue the 
jMiliey in supplying our d^cic^cy of ed- 
Matioii^ "Wliic^ with Aei# view^ of r^ 
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MWy and the Catholics in this coantfy 
have a peifect right to gather funds from 
.Europe to purchase lands — rear cathe- 
drals — ^multiply churches-^and sustain 
imoHgrant ministers, and to sustain the 
unendowed bishoprics fw fifty years to 
oome, and establish nunneries, and snpr 
port the sisterhood, and ^tablidh cheap 
and even gratuitous edumtion amid all 
the destitute portions of our land. They 
have a right to do it, alid according to 
their principles they ought to do it, and 
they are doing it, and they will do it, uur 
less as a nation of republicans, jealous of 
our liberties, and prompt to sustain them 
by a thorough intellectual and religious 
culture as well as by the sword, we arise, 
all .denominations atid all political pfo**- 
deft, to the wOrk of national educofioik 
The sole objec|< of this* argum^o^ 
4wcihing the iCS^holics i^inot io rep}tdl^ 
«le:!them,JiAt ^ |rel0iit jk^ fac^hob ^ 



k^mSM ansteki * ite own iostitutiotiB^ Ibrthe^ 
odticauoii of iis own peog^e, or depeml 
oil ^the charky of the * CalfaoUc id«spititicr 
governments of Europe/' I do -it^be* 
osuse when the facts are statedy^anB'tbo 
^e of the nation is fixed on the ^sufagect, 
unless infatuation has fastened cm us^ there 
oan be no doubt of the result Educa- 
tion^ intellectnal and religious, is the poitu 
on which turns our destiny, of terrestrial 
glory and power, or of shame and ever- 
lasting, contempt, and short is the period 
of our probation. Indolence aiid negleet: 
will soon extend over the land the la* 
mentation, ^^ The harvest is past, the sum^ 
mer is ended, aud we are not saved/'^ 
The things which belong to oift* peaicie 
are now before our eyes^ and oiir suffi** 
ciency to secure them is vast and mani«- 
fiotd. As a nation we are disincmnbefed 
of debt, and from our perilous resources 
might at once majce provisions to endow 
forever the oolleges, academies, and 
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flfimti 4if the khdi Eadi sAInb^ 4liNM^ 
iii«li}6 ta endtow its own ioBtitiitioiis, iold' 
were all legisiittive pra^iskm "witikbeUt 
there are in the nattdn indtwdnab toi 
flttffidient wealth and palriotisniy and mn^ 
mfieenoe, when they perceive the peiiis 
and the safeguards of our liberty, to; 
eall into being all those orbs of light 
^1dlkfa are indispensable to die safety and 
perpetaity of our ii»9titutions. And were 
even those unmindfiil of their privilege 
and "duty, a republican phalanx, such 
as <mce fou^t the battles and paid the 
taxes ^ of the revdutionary war, would 
now command institutions for the de- 
fence of liberty to arise, as their fathers^ 
did the 'ferts and munitions of their day. 
Every denomination would organize its 
willing multitude to give and toii tjllin- 
teUigenese and hoMness should cover the 
land fus the waters cover the sea. But 
this Tarious and 4sup^afaundant ability 
and witlin^ess of the nation must be 
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called forth in plans of peaceable efficacy 
— ^the means must be multiplied of pro- 
viding and sustaining the requisite host of 
qualified instructors. Institutions male, 
and female, must be endowed to secure 
cheaply, the requisite qualification. The 
national intellect and morals, will never 
rise to the exigi^icies of our preservalaon, 
accidentally, or spring up under the hand 
of ephemeral and inexperienced instruct 
tors. The early culture of the nation- 
al intellect, and heart, is worthy of becom* 
ing a profession^ and must become a pro- 
fession, in the hands o£ duly qualified men 
azid women-^cmbracing the experience 
of the past, and the accumulating knowl- 
edge of coming generations. The educa- 
tion of the nation — ^the culture of its in- 
tellect — ^the feirmation of its consdi^ice, 
and the regulation of its affection, heart, 
and action, is of all others <lie most im- 
pcMTtant work, and demands the supervise* 
ion of pcirsons, of wise and understand- 
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ins: hearte — consecrated to the work, and 
supported and highly honored in accord- 
ance with their self-denying, disinterested, 
and indii^ensable labors. It is here that 
we fiiulter, and that the Catholic powers 
are determined to take advantage of oar 
halting — ^by thrusting in professional in- 
structors and underbidding us in ihe 
cheapness of education— -calculating that 
for a morsel of meat we shall sell our 
birth-right Americans, republicans, chris- 
tians, can you, will you, for a moment, 
permit your free institutions, blood bought, 
to be placed in jeopardy, for want of 
the requisite intellectual and moral cul- 
ture. 

One thing more only demands atten- 
tion,* and that is the extension of such in- 
tellectual culture, and evangelical light to 
the Catholic population, as will supersede 
implicit confidence, and enable and incline 
them to read, and think, and act for them- 
selves. They are not to be regarded as 
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conspirators against our liberties, their 
system commits its designs and highw 
movements, like the control of an army, 
to a few governing minds, while the body 
of the people may be occupied in their 
execution, unconscious of their tendency. 
I am aware of the difficulty of access, 
but kindness and perseverance can ac- 
complish any thing, and wherever the ur- 
gency of the necessity shall put in requisi- 
tion the benevolent energy of this Chris- 
tian nation — ^the work under the auspices 
of heaven will be done. 

It is a cheering fact, also, that the nation 
is waking up — a blind and indiscriminate 
charity is giving place to sober observation, 
and a Christian feeling and language to- 
wards Catholics is taking the place of that 
which was petulant, and exceptionable. 
There is rapidly extending a just estimate 
of danger. Multitudes who till recently, re- 
garded all notices of alarm as without foun- 
dation, are now beginning to view the sub- 
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